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LIE are now entred into the holy Seaſon 
of en; ſet apart by our Church for 
the Exerciſe of Humiliation and Penance, to 
the End that we may caſt away all the Tranſ- 
| grefſiont whereby we lube tranſereſſed, and make 
uu à new Heart; and a new Spirit... The Appoint- 
ment of this Seaſon for the Performance of 
theſe ſolemn Offices, is agreeable'to the uni- 
verſal Practice of the Chriſtian Church quite 
down from the Apoſtles ; and its Subſerviency 
to our true repenting, or turing ourſelves from 
all our Traiſgreſſons, cannot with any Colour 
That a certain Time before Eaſter hath 
been ever — in the Church of Chriſt to 
the Exerciſes of Abſtinence and Piety, is ge- 
necaly dckgovledg'd 3 the Evidences of "i 
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1 Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and the expreſs 
A Teſtimonies of ancient Fathers þ o per- 
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| 1 . firſt — in the i 555 Dy op Diſtijle of - 
Bt, Fobn, and was manag'd berween, 7255 with rhe Aan Bi- 
| | on one ſide; and Anicetus. with the Weſtern} Bill 
che other. fide, with perfe&t Amity, and inviolable Comminion. 
- Poljeary: eame to Rome, and conferred with iert on this 
Subjef. He alledg d the Prackice of St. Tobi, and ocher A 
$5 with whom had convers'd : Anicetus on + 
and alledg'd the Practice of St. Peter and St. Paul, — He 
p "Had Jearn'd from his Predeteflors Ayes, e Hyginus, 
. and 7 and not Fr able to perſuade each other to quit 
| 79 ** re ſpective Uſage, they parted: very, good. Friends, and 
 "*Keprup Chriſtian Peace-arid Communion among the Ache. 
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ought not 40 celebrate their. Feal, a Alive 
their  Faſtings, on an other Day but that, 
which i 15 15 the Week ly Day of <A Saviour's 
RefurceQion:” 80 chat they had no une 
of je ot Diſagreement among them, 
Whether they ſhould faſt befo ee det, 
a th ey werg unanimous; Bey. Dory ac- 
wiedg'd that they 1 nd ch the only Dit. 

55 abour tis Dy od Which they thou 
conclude' their Faſtings, and ks be 
e This alone was the Point in 1 2 
BY ; And the Oecaſon of it was, becauſe they 
| received different 
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raditions from the 
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thoſe of Ae where many. Jews inhabi- 
tei, "ound it uſeful, on their e to oh⸗ 
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ich the. ewiſh Paſſover. Whereas St. 50 
e an not hav 2 the fame rea ſog ; 
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41d not ſeparate the Anniverſary Veltival, 
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the Apoſtles. the 85 40 , 0 them im impo- 
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We find mor reo Fry, that 110 e-moſt;renown- 
ed Fathers of "he Chnrch the. p rest Ages 
of 75 have not only, attelted the Gees 
aſchal Faſt, but alſo expreſly averr'd 1 


ted by the Goſpel. Ihe Matter of Fact 2 


| \cerning theſe. Fathers has been abundantly 
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tlie new Faſis ſer up by Auontanus; declaring that they urged 
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#utos opponunt : ——,certe in elio iIlos' Dies jejuniis deter- 


minatos patant, in quibus ablatus eſi Sponſus, Et 1.4 eſſe jam 
de cæ tero 


indifferenter jej unandum, ex Arbitris, non en Imperio = Sic & 
Apoftobes obſervaſſe, millum alind im penner; um cenlorum Er 
in commune 3 obevindbrunr 1 Terrall. de Jeju- 
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ted to faſting quite down from the Af 


ſo is it molt likel ö 
than 40 Day 


ſally obſerved in the Church towards the lat- 
ter End of che fourth Age; and'there are in- 
conteſtahle Proofs thar ir. Was of the ame 
Continuance in the 

The Nibene Council F.decreed: that a Synod 
aud atinuafly 12 Heid before the "Paſchal 
Faſt; Which it expreſſes by the”? of 


Tages; From which 9 it is evident | 


that, at that Time the Ea was ! 
fally known and obſerved. Now the 


is, Whetlier tlie Faſt expreſſed by* this W 
was Of 40 Days or not : And to alſure 995 chat 
2 We 25 theſe three Real ns. — 75 


10 1973 


44H 


ſtles; pen 7 pinks of i in x 1881 of 


Gregory Nazianzen, Epiphanius, St, Ambroſe, Theophilus of Alex 


andria, St. Hisrom, Aurelius Prudentius in the third; St. A in, 
Cyril of Alexandria, Maximus Taurinenſis, Leo M. Chryſologus 
in the fourth; Cæſarius Arelatenfis, Dorotheus Archimanarita in 
the fifth; I 22 Hifpal. Gregorius M. in the ſixth; Beda, Theo- 
dulphus Avrelianenſ 465 Foannes Damaſeenus in the ſeventh; all 


avowing ſome Paſcha} or Lent Paſt to be of e Tra- | 
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* e the Liivs of Leh, and 
e by. Tradition from the Apoſtles ; - 
Which is a conyincing OT, that it was pub- 
lickly obſerved i in the urch long before the 
Nicene Council; elſe theſe albes could ne; 

ver Grady thought it of ſo great Antiquity. 

„The very. Ware Tearzgzrer) uſed by 
657 icene F * wag to dente this Faſt, plainly 
fdeclares that it was of 40 Days. For Tiaaessegi 
ſignifies the fortieth, 7220 derived from the 


Cardinal Teweegxole, that ſigniſies forty ; and 
therefore clearly implies t at the Faſt which 
theſe Fathers expreſſed by. it, was of ſo many 
Pays e 4. it were not, what 
an can be 1 why * W nl it 
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reſcription of Chriſt, and Tradition Apoltolical 

Beverig. in Cal. Can. Vind. „ ;.cis 5s 

The Notion of Monſieur Daille, that the Paſchal Paſt way 

=p Quadragepma, from the N amber of 40 Hours, which 


devoted to faſting, in memory of the 40 Hours which 
d the Btidegroom was abſent, has been fully re ſuted, an 


handfomly chiſtized by Biſhop "Beveridge; os. has plainly 
wn, that it is no ons 5 a Figment; not countenanc 


: Ireneus, as that Author 3 . _ ; 


retation of his Words: that tis dir | 
ky uf by the obo)": Ah 


own Concluſion about pry fa 
athem; and that there — no In al Leletalieal 


Antiquity of a 40 Hours Faſt uſed by any Number of Chriſti- 
ans. Ta erefore that it could not be named Sund 
{rom ſuck a Faſt as never wagwbſerved, . b 
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by this Name? Covld they give it an 3 
lation by no means applicable to it? This 
muſt throw an Imputation either upon their 
Abilities or their Hongſty, which there is no 
Ground to ſupport. Beſides, they did nat 
firſt app apply this N ame me bo the Antepaſchal Faſt, 
but uſed it as publickly received; and well 
underſtood by he Church; And how could 
this poſſibly have come to pak, unleſs it had 
conſiſted of 40 Days? Can it 'be, ſuppoſed 
that the Church ſhould conſpire in ſo flagrant 
2 Miſtake as to expreſs it by a Word that 
could nat denote it? No! This is al your 
incredible: and therefore it conſiſted o 
. at 05 THF 10 1 7 Coun. 
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* + This Point i is 1 confirmed by 1 he learned had 
judicious Account of the ds of the Word Tewargrerhs 
and the reaſon of applying it to denote the Antepaſchal Faſt, 
given by the Hove excellent Prelate; who curiouſly ſhews 
that Tease 1 ſtrictly the fortieth Day before Ea- 
Ker, -AS Thoneord [hes ſtrictly the fiftieth hs after it: 
a. as Nelnnesq was e by the Cuſtom of the C 
e very Beginn to denote the whole Space of 

ime between 22 and 4 55 bhitfuntide; ſo. Teaxaggxerh was 
uſed'toexpreſs the whole Space of Time conſecrated to faſt- 
ing before Eaſter: That this ſolemn Seaſon was 7 Toa | 
exxech by the Greeks, and Quadrageſima by the Lat 
cauſe chat (excepting Sun days, on which, it was not FAS 
faſt) it began on the fortieth Day before Eafter, and thence 
was continued to it. Laſtly, that its being called mens 1 Rwy, 
and Quadrageſima from the firſt Day of its beginn 
that at chat time when it was 8 called (4iz. not only at, hut 
before the Nicene Council) it bags on the forticch Day he- 
5 and was carried on thro' forty Days yato 125 Fat 
chal 2212 . * . 
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aly, Euſebius of Cæſarea, who fat in this 
oft e that the wur People 
I deſeribed by ＋ Philo rhe”! Who was con- 
_ _ temporar RAS the Apoſtles, 'were Chriſtians 
inſtructed by St. Mark. Now Philo in his Ac- 
count of theſe People, highly extols their 
Piety, Frugality, Conitempe of the World, 
and other Virtues; and fays of tliem parti- 
Cularly, that they celebrated Aſſemblies for 
7 Weeks; that they exerciſed ftrict 'Abſti- 
hence and Faſtin 1 nine nw that they were 
intent on the moſt holy Seri ptures, and fang 
Euchariſtical Hymns 5 God their Saviour; 
that this Time was preparatory to the great- 
Feaſt, which was follow'd by 50 Days So- 
lemnity. From which Deſcription of theſe 
relgous NO. 7 a, concludes 7 © 
hs, bo 
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hey were Chriſtians; and gives chis — 
for his doing ſo, — thoſe-Aſcerical 
| — and Offices of Piety which Philo 
relates them to have uſed before. the great 5 
Feſtival, were practiſed by Chr and 
by them alone. 80 that here is the ex preſs 
Teſtimony of Euſebius, that a ſolemn e | 
cf ſeven Weeks. Was actually obſerved i in his 
Time; and moreover. his Judgment, that it 
was obſerved in the verge Days of the Apoſtles, 
ſince he thought that Philo, who lid with 
ſome of em, did ſpeak of Chriſtians- The 
Conſequence of which is, that the r | 
chal Faſt was:-of,;about ſeven; Weeks (the 
| Sundays being excepted) at the Time of the 
Nicene Council, and that it was the very ſame 
in the Apoſtolick Age, if this Father's Opinion | 
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tal 7 5 the Time of our Lord's Paſſion, at 9 Fe 206 me de 
6 more end empli oyed in Faſtings, Vatchings, po 
r. the holy Scriptures. All which the 22 | ſo; often man- 
© tioned (iz, Phils) bath accurately delivered in the very ſame mm- 
ner that they Nn 10 this Day, by us alone z und chiefly be 
bath recounted the abihole Ni 9 and picus Performances 
the great Win, and the Hymns that are „ by ws. | 
which Euſebius ſays, No _ = doubt that Philo when he wrot, ; 
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he tene Which is extremely | probable g. 
Hawever, We can prove farther, — 
Faſt before Eaſter conliſted of 40 Days in the 
third Age of Chriſtianity. The A poſtolical 
Canons, dontaining the Diſcipline of the Apo- 
ſtolicab or Primitive Church, which are ge- 
. nerally he to have been compoſed: b 
ſeveral in 'the' Decline 
and in che third Chaturyy make expreſs men- 
tion of Teer, and decree 4 Penalty to 
thoſe tliat ſhould not duly! obſerve it. 8 
ſince rand ſigniſies a Faſt of 40 Days, it 
hence appears that the Antepaſchal Fa 
ef ſo lang Continuance, at the Time — 
theſe Canons were made. And this is con- 
„ 5 co e he 3 * N. werd — 25 
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1 For ren ſame Opiaiän: They 
judg'd that the Theraperte, deſcribed * Philo, were Chriſti. 
ans; particularly Sr. Ferom in Catal. t, Ecc leſ. eee 

Ne. Num. 5. Sozomen, „ E. Ub, 1. 6. 12. and 


there i is this reaſon to ew) they Judg'd 1 becauſe choſe 


ho are of a co Tuppoſe ch 14 4 to have 
en Effenes, Eo, or Bf, « en Sef of the” Fews ; which 
* FT, * they were not See E © d, 2 Va ; 

3 95 * 3. 23 4 44 | N e 4. 7 ; | 

10 the both Canon, ck Pe. ches ce, Th; Leleur 
x, T lar 


„ & t —— vba Au, :0x]hs 
e elle! ft Rigs Bs | 
hot, prof 'or Deacon, EE Lent 40 
| before, tet bim be RP wuleſs 7 7 FASL Fr ſome badly 
mig lan bs he . en ene 
manien- Wt. een Aan * * 
orten nose Words ure, nnen, vnn hau 2 . 
Dis e, aun erraten, Hom. 10. inLevit" "© * 92 
N . 5 


we tall | find Trenens atteſting, © that chere 
were ſome who faſted *:40 Days before Eu. 
fler, the there were ies who faſted not ſo 


ing obtained long before his Time; and that 


deela: 


tes, We * th Ds f Quadragetins 
oy - nts 80 ial be e n 
ber up, to the bond Age, 


many: that this Variety in the Days of faſt. 


the Riſe of i 0 Was owing to thoſs who' not 


| Folie 7 Snſlutivſor, i vob ke 


* 


1 Np, © te, think rag Fe bo they _ * aft one Fam Bop 


| 5 ccurately obſerving the Form of faſting at 


rd introduced another Cuſtom that 


Was neither a ilful nor exact. 80 that there 


was an accurate Form of celebrating the An- 
wn rate PACT the Time of Deny; H, Rar 


kid 


Le } G a 
* a _ ; 0 — * * „ 
>» 
Fs : ; 
e oxi +; 


* Forty Days, I fay, and not 40 Hours; which Irenæus ak 
be ſuppoſed to aſſert, without making mig guiley of ſeveral 
flagrant Abſurdities: And if the Paſla be wad and 
ed as it was by Ruffinus of old; and of late by Sir Henry Savil, 
Biſhop Chriſtophor/ſon, and Biſhop 2 it will appear a 


firſt ſight char this is the Senſe of it. For thus it 1 255 accord- 


ing to their Reading and Punctuation: 0. 755 0109) Ha 
— — * * os 3 et, * * We 6: 4 


fome two, ſome more, and ſome forty Nele lf mas tn D 23 
Hours at well of Ne 4s 7 Des D rr 8 

riety in faſting before Eaſter, he lately red this the : 
Antiquity aud Cauſe of it in theſs Words 7 boar Ad | 


oy cn F ref wah; 7 

2 ee . mY 8 oimth cies 1. 2 
et Variety in obſerving the EF 
e long before among ou. 
ceftors who not accurately,” as 'tis likely, retaining the Form 725 
ing, a ina ple, and aukiſfal Cuftom for ſucceed; 


4 


4 


this Form was neceſſa iy prio r. to wat that 
_ aroſe by: deparging . from it: Theſe. other 
Forms were obſerved, as Irenæus affirms, long, 
before his Time; therefore the W Form 
- muſt haye been very near, if not in the Days 
of the Apoſtles. Now it is upon many + 
Grounds exceedingly probable, that the — 
which Irenæus accounted. accurate, Was that 
- which: conſiſted of 40 Days; whence; it, [5h 
lows, that in the Judgment of this ancient 
and venerable Father, the Quac dragefimal, or 

forty Days Faſt. — 1 907 Was 475 1 

| ror ring burch from f he, very, e e 0 5 | 

III a bs this. we't 

| chat t ſeveral * Fathers of 42 fourt 5 5 og 


#79 oe; xe eee D A * 


try ECT are e IN 1 B e nd en 


A ſatisfactory and convincrng , cannot 155 tly be 
— rg |eherefore 1 mu xeſe Jag en Can. Vind, 


7 Mb SPL rs of the f Dur! Ae N Zuſetins, Eibe 
mins, and St. Ben, who thought char what Philo delivered 
coticerning the Therapente, was ſpoken of ar Chriſtians; 
whom we wn the; d St. Befl, oats in his, Sermon of this 
Fa, adm woniſherh the rich Man not to defj 705 ies leſt it ſhould 
accuſe 1 en hefore the Lawgiver of che ks » ge 87 49 
e ric car, —— whole d val ay a 
Wer - La py. Where the Nowedir yn ce can 
155 other el od himſelf, who is therefore declar d here 
by St. Bæſi i to hve enacted the Antepaſchal Faftings. We 
may add alſo Theophilus of "Alexandria, who in three Paſchal 
Epiſtles derlares that the Ws ory Faft ought to be ob- 
Terv'd according to the Evangelical and Apoltolica 3 


be Fathers of the fifth Century are St. 4u 5 

Alexandria, Loo AA. Pet. Chryſclgus : 657 the ſixth are Ste, 

* 5 and Dorotheus drchimantrita; ; Whoſe ** 
| nee 


* 8 


. C s unanimouſiy agree that the : 
N e eſimal Faſt: elec downofrom - 
the A ales) and was in ſome ſort inſtituted 
by en; and tliat their Teſtimonies in Point 
Fact concerhing the univerſal Obſervance 

of this Faſt,” ſufficiently prove the Truth of 
this their Opinion. For at it is certain that 
this Faſt 135 obſerved by the Univerſal 
Church in the ſdurth Age, 105 it 1s gerta in 
that there are nd Foctſteps in all An gay 
of its firſt Original and Inſtitution. We find 
that the Nicepe 4 *. 1 not appajpt, mu 


account how: it — . unierth —— 
without being inſtituted, unleſs it Had: de- 


ſcended from the Apoſtles... 7 For eve _— {0- 
3 


lemn Uſage, or Manner of Diſeipline, 
* 15 es univerſal: Church, caſt necſſrl 


M + WE 5 EP as. * A1 wad: 4+; N e 11 721 C32” — 
ö N e * 71 eee IF Thi 4 F me 


10d fide barer, be e at na, £2 B. As th thels refer the 
Antep aſcha e rol) Tradition, hey p oye it to 
be ch by Auen " univerſe) Obſervance of it in their 
Days for fi ince it Was not 1pſtitured, it could no otherwiſt 


ee ut b by being dere Ken n I: 


I Tut is bo Mets Redſoning, whoſe Words ard? Tila, 
 zutero quz non ſcxipta, fed tradita cuſſodimus, qua quidem, 56 
to terrarum Orb, ervantur, dantur intelligi, vel ab Apoſig- 
"lis, vel plenarijs Conciliis . comme ndata àtq; ſkatura.s x 2 
tine; / ficuti quod Domini Paſſio, & Refrreaio, & Aſcentio 

in 'Cotumn; 7 Aventus de Colo Spiritus Sancti, 1 9 | 
. e celebrübtur. In ts al Famiar. 118. 


_—_— 7 "of 


1 TT . 


white to reſolve 1 it. And therpfore ince the 

 Quadrap 1 Faſt Was not inſtituted, it be. 
mains that it was recommendec od _—_ 

ed from rhe Apoſtles K. n 

\- Thus far I have ſet before you, 

raid” er before jp 0m molt * 

bern 4 


ö down — the Times of the pimp 
As to the SE 8 y and ann of ſet- 


ting: apart ſuch 48 Th 
aſons adr 2255 conducive to our fincere 
* — and in ce of that, our 
eternal Salvation. uf, Becauſe the Offices it 
direts/us/to perform are the neceffary Parts 
of true Repentance. And, 24/y; Becauſe it 
| mage and fixes a Time in which to per- 
form them. For theſe Reaſons the Ante- 
-paſchal Solemnity is excellently ——5 to pro- 
duce the A ment of our Lives, and the 
habitual Prafic of we Religion; ; to leaſe 


ever 


2 Fl EG chie# Rule: laid: down by Gard 
ee tenet Eccleſia, nec Conci liis a, ſed ſemper 
-Yetentum-eft; non niſi Autoritate Apoſtolica traditum rectiſſime 
"exedirur. De Bapti/. cont, Donat. _ A oj — 


us annual from che 
in our Paſlage thro” this Fail "Af Wicked 
World; and Hill Lear by 
Defilements, till at length, chro? che purify 
ing Grace of: God plentifully ſhed-'upon k 
we ka 3 55 holy and unrepr b in 
; bearing about indeed the Marks 
our area 1 75 but yet reſembling 
; degree che High Prieſt of our Profeſſi 
ne was undefiled, ſeparate from 7 
Excellent are the Words of a + Fatfter : 
his Pont, which I ſhall recxte to oh. For- 
afmach, fays he, a thro the Froilty of the Rl 
and the var ion Action of this Life, it mb 
ably "happens that pen os us Hearts- gather 
Soul from the Ruſt-of this World; therefore 
It bath been-provided 75 cite at Salwbrity the 
Ai 2 that for the ee the Pu. 
vity of bun Muli, the Exerciſe, of: #6 
bould heal u; in which the Works of Piel 
reteem, ani zhafte Faftimgs conſume the, ates of 
other Times. e 
One great Cauſe of the wret hed Hardneſs 
and ee Karen in e ud: tg 


re dung; per n Vitæ hujus ——; necefle oft 
de. ' Mundano Pulvere etiam religioſa Cords ſordeſrere; ideo 
"vagina divine Inſliturionis Ant proviſum eſt, ut ad re- 


Tear to leſſen thoſe | 


am Mentium Putitate vadragints nobis · dierum —- 


 -ercitatio mederentr, in quibus Temporum Culpas, — 

Opera redimerent, & Bz caſta decoquerent. Serm. qua 

1 Quadrages, And in his other Bermons upon 8 _—y 
SO dea ware to the ſame TIER: Nat Na 


. 
the VicifGeude, of ſfinning; and .repentin ok: 
ſery able in others, 7 15 that the former en? 
cioully.contema, 5 d' the, Hr imprudently 
_ neglect the due blervance of this holy Seas 
ſon. The generality of Men conf ler not the 7 
Reaſons of its e e nor the 


cial Effects it is calculated to prodi uc. - and 
1 * no. Convictions of its Im- 
portance and Concernment to them, bring 


7 1 the uohap \ppy. C0 Conſequences | 
| = ariſe-from the diſrega of ite. E's We 
1 if they. obſerved it as they-ought.; i 
ll ploy'd. it in thoſe Acts of Reli 7 the. 
I continued Practice of the univerſal, Church, of 

and the ſpecial Direct ion of our ow1.require - 
from em; they would find the Expreſſions 
of their Buty, the Inſtruments of their Ad- 
vantage; the effectual Means of perſorming 
with Succeſs that moſt important Work o 
Repe ntance; of making em à nem Heart, 4; 
4 nem iris; that Ini ai might. not col their 
Ram . 
I cannot erde more effeQually. S 23 
to promote the Welfare of your Souls, thay 
55 endeavouring, in my Diſcourſes: to you 
during this Seaſon, to engage you to a reli- 
©» gious Obſervation of it; that is, to a regular 
Performance of thoſe Works of Piety and 
Religion Which the Church calls upon you to 
perform. And that I may With the more 
Advantage recommend theſe Duties to your _ 
Practice, I'think ir proper to lay the Foun- 
Cation of what I ſhall — ſhewing ls 
aD101ute 


[17 1 
ibtbüne N of turning a- ay from the 
Iniquities we have committed, in order to 
our Salvation; and Acceptance with God: For I 
whilſt we have upon our Minds a lively Senſe . 
that it is abſolutely neceſſary for us to caſt _ 
away all our Tranſgrefſions, an Exliortation 

to the Offices inſtrumental hereto will ſtrike 
with the more force, nne 
icacious: Whereas if we have not a 
ſtrong and vigorous Conviction of this —_ Y 
ſuch Exhortation can make little or no Im- 
preſſion upon us, nor he able to produce à 
ſuitable Effect, any more than chat Sore can 
be fruitful which: is caft'i ney Ground ant e 
pared to receive it. i 
Now the Neceſſit of forfaking all ona 
towards the Remiſſion of em, is fully and 
emphatically declared in the Words of the - 
Text; in which God Almighty cunimands 
. the Jens, by the Mouth of his Prophet Ex 
Kiel, to turn from all the Tranſgre! ions they 
had committed, and to make em a new. 
Heart, or Diſpoſition of Mind, that Iniquit7 
might not be their Ruin, that they might 
not incur the Penalty of eternal Death; plain- 
ly incimating, that this would certainly be 
Caſe, if they did not perform, what he 
commanded. Repent, and turn yourſelves 5 
all jour 9 us: ſo Jy {hall not be 
Jour ede Caſt amay from you * Tranſ= _ 
greſſions whereby ye hut tranſgreſſed; and male 
Jou 4 nem Heart, aud 4 m__—_ OP 7 2 2 
7 er * 3 of Iſrul? | 
8 From 


l | 
From theſe Words therefore I ſhall endea- 
vour to imprint upon your Minds the Do- 
ctrine they contain, 1/, By ſetting before 
vou ſome concurring Teſtimonies of holy 
Writ. And, 24) By conſidering the Na- 


. 9148 1%. #7 1 FE 
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ture and Reaſon of tlie Th 

__ ealy to obſerve, that no Doctrine is more 
Plainſy taught, or ſtrenuouſſy inculcated there- 
in, ' than the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of a real 
and conſtant Departure from all our Iniqui- 
ties, in order to our Happineſs and Salvation. 
I hall therefore ſelect ſome few Paſſages 
© which deliver this Doctrine with particular 
Plainneſs and Fulneſs of Expreſſion. Thus 

4 the Prophet Ezekiel not only in the CAL, but 
mn the 24th Verſe of the ſame Chapter aſſerts 
ir very fully in theſe Words: When! the righ- 
and committeth Iniquity, and dath according to all 

the Abominations that the wicked Man doth, ſhall 

he live? All his Righteouſneſs that he hath done 
ſhall not be mentioned : In his Treſpaſs that he 
hath treſpaſſed, and in his Sin that he hath ſin- 
ned, in them ſhall he die. So like wiſe in the 
"35d er, v. 12, 13, 18, he declares, Ihe 
Rzghteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall not deliver 
him in the Day of his Tranſgraſſion ; Ihe Righ- 
reous ſpall not be able to live for his Righteouſn:ſs 
in the Day that he finneth... For his Iniquity that 
be hath committed, he ſhall die for it. When he 
turneth from his Righteouſneſs, and committeth 

Iniquity, he ſhall even die there,... _ 


% 


© the pour Sins be as\ Scarlet, they ſball be us white 


difference in the Senſe "ad theſe Words ; 


JN 
The Prophet Iſaiah, chap. f. in 16, 15; 18, 
ſpeaks to the ſame. where. he ee. 
mands the Jens in the Name of God to de- 
part from all their Sins, and promiſes the 
Forgiveneſs of them, upon the Condition of 

their doing ſo. 'Waſb he, male you. clean, put 
may the Evil of jour Doings from before mint 
yes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well : — Cams 
nom; and let as reaſon together, ſaith, the Lord 


Sn e eee ee ) ſhall 
be as white . Wood, + The ſame 4 is 


X ited: and confirmed in 7 numerous 


1 5 ache Condition of . . Rez 
_ conciliation. 1 For Repentance . ſignifies the 
actual Reformation of our Lives, the forſfas 
9 — thoſe Sins we have formerly committed 
and practiſing Holineſs in the Fear of aue, 
* This is evident from the natural Impor 
ng 64 emangR as : expreiſed-/ in 4 Ociginad 

{od Gr fond s 


. 2 1 2 3 1 \ ; ; 4 2 S 3 2 4 
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the 


ee tabs HE: 8 Por is —— 25 38: 
. 79. 6. 201 Ep. Job. 19. with many other Places, 


| * For Re epentance in the Original is Me or Me: 
| Navan; the firſt of which Words ſignifies an After-caye, and 
N other an After: auiſdom. Now to be wiſe or careful after. 
things are done, implies in it an induſtrious Avoidance of 
5 1257 things for the furure, founded upon a Conviction of their 
* Iniquiity, 2 Inexpediency. Some — 1 72 that thete is 
Marianne 
- denotes only the Grief of Mind which is the Cauſe of Con- 


e and ES de e ee ee, 
| i 


t 209 
Language of the Goſpel; and it farther ap- 
—— _ great 


that are u 


to repreſent this Duty to us. 


For we find it expreſſed fometimes by (a 
Converſion ; ſometimes by (% Renovation ; 


ſometimes by (e) a nem Creature; and ſome» 


times by. (4) Regeneration : All Which Expreſ- 


eat Clearneſs from thoſe Phraſes 


fions conſpire to aſcertain. us, that — 


tance is the actual forlaking — gur former 
ing different Per- 


ſans from what we were, | by the, gry 7 


Tranſgreſſions, the 


Man, which is corrupt — to deceitful. 
and putting on the nam Man, which after. 
created in Righteouſneſs and irus E 


dition of our Salvation, the Conclu 
hence is, that tis indiſpenſably — 4 


1 N N * 


22 
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58 e And is 


prac; ans Aer . AY 


ene cated only of true FPenitents. But this Opinion has na 
oundation either in the Etymology of the. Words, or the 


Uſage of em in $ctiprure. For Ne AA, After ere, implies 


2 much as Meſad vos, After. col um. is indeed cob incident # 
with it, and has the ſame Signification in ee Se 


Matth, 21. 29. 21. 2 Cor. 3. u of: Hp 


5 Fl 
r 2 #3 


- (a) 4 8. 19. 1 . 2. 16. (by! Rom. rb, 27 , 


4. Me, "It, 3. 0 * 2 Cor, 5. 7 eee 
3s 7 F A * 


* * * ww” 2 * - 5 i 


By ee is 10 ce 
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4. 22, 24. . 17 . ape jen 
ure from all our Iniquities is required, 
under the Name of Repentance, as non 2 


* 


5 2 
this tranſcendent Mercy, Ane «performing! 
the Condition upon which it is ſuſpended. * 
aa, This Truth will receive farther Con- 
firemavion; if we conſider the Nature and 
Reaſon of the Thing. For the caſting arch alt 
our Tranſgreſfions whereby we have rranſgreſfea,.. 4 
maling us a nem Heart and a new & 2 
not only à Condition, but a ane Wee 
fication for future Happineſs. . 
St. Jolm, 1 Ep. 3. 3. — that ever, 
Man ho truly and rationally for Ads. 
miſſion inte Heaven, muſt purify himſelf, ede 
45 God i pure; that is, muſt cleanſe imſelr” 
from the Pollution-of his Sins, and continue 
udgflad in the Way of the Lord, Pſal. r. f. that” 
he may bear ſome! eſemblance to that Gt 
of Furiry whom he hopes to enjoy. The 
Royal Prophet intimates the fame thing inn 5 
the '24th P/ulm,' here having propoſed this 
Queſtion, Who'ſball aſcend into the Hill of the 
Lord? Or who ſhall ſtand in his holy Place] v3. 
he reſolves it in theſe Words, he that hath clean 
Hands and 4 pure Heart, v. 4. And in the 
a iſt of the Revelations it is ſaid, that nothing 
| ſhall enter into the new Jeruſalem that is de. 
filed, or thut wor teth Abominations, v. 27. By 
Which Paſſages of Scripture we are tau ghe, E 
that the removal of the Defilement of Sin is 
requiſite to fit and b pug us for the Kingdom 
of Heaven. But this Defilement cannot poly 
ſibly be removed without forbearin *. Afts 
of Gn ; ſince theſe are the things which defile a 
Man, Matt, * 20. _ ther:by even — e 
ar 


aul Conſcience is deſiled, Tit. 1. 15. and there: N 
fore the actual Departure from Iniquity is 4 
fary Qualification for future, Happineſs. - 


Ve Phe Pollution contracted by the Commiſ- 
ſion of Sin conſiſts in this, that it withdraws 
our Affections from God, and places them up- 
on ſuch Things as are directly oppoſed to his 
Purity and Holineſs; that it produceth an ut- 
ter Averſation ta that which is good, and a 
fixed Choice of and Adherence to that which 
is evil. If therefore Men go out of the World 
inder the Prevalence of this P ollution (as all 
Men certainly do who die impenitent) they 
muſt neceſſaril/ be incapacitated for the pure 
Enjoy ments of Heaven. For how. can the 
Preſende of God be tranſpotting to, thoſe 
whoſe Minds are entirely alienated from 
him? How can they be pleaſed With the 
Men niade perfect, whoſe. Affections are devo- 
ted to the Congregation 5 the Wicked Hoy 
can they exult with he Praiſes of God in their 
Mauju, antl joy fully celebrate his; Glory in 
triumphant Songs, -who;abbor the Offices of 
Piety and Devotion? ;Tculy it is impoſſible 
they ſhould; and therefore ſuppoſing they 
were admitted into Heaven, they cquld not 
Ferie as in Enjoyment, they ,could nor 
et yith the leaſt HappineG, in it. Heaven 


40 fich Perſons would be but a more tolerable 


Hell, would be a, Place; of Uncalinek and 
Torment, ariſing from the vexatious Difap- 


Comforts 


- 


pPoinment of their craving Appetites. The 


a In 27 1 ; 
Comforts of Heaven are direQly repugnant 
to the ruling Deſires of wicked Men, are ſuch. . 
as they could no more reliſn or delight in, 
than can Saints and Angels in the —— of. 
the Wicked; and therefore they would be de- 
ſtitute and Rarving amidſt all the Treaſures of 
that bliſsful Region, and as much Strangers 
to Happineſs, as thoſe who are confinꝰd in 
Company or Buſineſs, to er _— have an 
utter Averſion. *''rœ 1 
We muſt in conſequence emove the Poli 
lation of Sin, or ir is impoſſible in the Natuts 
of the bing that we ſhould be happy here- 
after. WE muſt mortify- our Inclination ta 
Wickednefs, and mate us 4 nem Heart and 
2 en 5 een. our Minds with hea» 
venly e a | heavenly Deſires, a- 
. to the Purity of God, and the im- 
material Joys of his Kingdom. But this can. 
not be done without caſting away all nh Tnanſs 
greſſians whereby we have tranſgreſſæu, and habi⸗ 
tually performing of our But yy For if we 
abſtain nor from the commiſſion of Sin, we 
una voidably increaſe its defiling Power, and 
inflame our Diſpoſition to it; and tis impoſ- 
ſible to attain a Habit of Holineſs, or Tem. 
per of Mind fittiug us ſor the Enjoyment of 
God, without the Practice of holy and vir. 
tuous Actions. Whence it evidently and un- 
dieniably Fallows, that the real and conſtant 
Im y is a neceſſary Qual. 
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The infevcact I would make from this 
rine is, that we ſnould ſet about the 
oc of removing the Pollution of Sin in 
ie *Scaſo of our” Health, When we have 
- proper” Ca ities to- perform ee not 
preft e that ir may effectually be done 
upon a ck Bed, Hor how can we think 
that under the Preſſures of Pain and Infir- 
mity, when we are unable to tranſact any 
- Temporal Buſineſs of moment, it is poſſible 
for us t0 transform the State and Temper - 
„ of our Souls? to work off their acquir'd De- 
pravation, and introdu and heavenly 
Diſpoſitions? Indeed this ſeems hos” 
impraQticable, without the miraculous" Influ- 
ences of divine Grace, which we have no 
reaſon to hope for under ſuch Circumſtances. 
Little available to this Purpoſe, is that Ingla- 
mation, Lora, have Mercy upon us, tho a thou- 
ſand times repeated: : Little ayailable are 
Sighs and Tears, extorted alas 1 by the Appre- 
henfion of dying, and the Terror of enſuing 
Puniſhment: And therefore tho! we cannot 
| 983 that a Sick-bed Repentance is ab- 
5 ly meffectual, yet ſo g 1 beg ſo frightfull / 
— Is the Hazard of it, moſt. 
eameſtly and im reunately to beſeech God, 
| 2 he would diſpoſe us 755 His Grace to mats 
hafft, and delay not the Ti Wy, fq Wy ao for : 
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Rep ent, and turn yourſelves from all your Th 5 
7 alten, WR Hoe oh 25 e 500 "4 


17 19 MP, 7 
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1 recom mend more elfectu 


ieh our Church requires of us in this holy 
Seaſon, I thought it proper to ſet beſore yoij 
in che firſt place, the abſolute neeſſity of 
caſtiug away all the Tranſereſſions wherehy,we have 
 tranſgreſſed; in order to our Happineſs. and 
Salvation; For which reaſon I endeavour'd; 
in a former Diſcourſe upon thels Words, to 
imprint this Doctrine on your Minds, by re- 
citing ſome Paſſages of Scripture that, malt 
— 5 affert it, and by conſidering the | 


ture and Reaſon of the king, eh 
I will not doubt but that you are through 

ly convinc'd, and retain a lively Senſe, that 
a real and conſtant departure from all the Inj- 
quities ye have committed, is ind fee bly. 
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_ neceſſary to our Acceptance with God. And 
2 it is natural under ſuch a Perſuaſion, to 
enquire With a pious Sollicitude, Men and 

Brethren, what ſhall re do? what Method ſhall 
we take, for the effectual abſtaining, from our 
Sins; ſo it muſt be requiſite to give immedi - 
ate Satisfaction to that Enquiry. This there- 
fore i is what I ſhall proceed to do, by explain- 

to you the neceſſary Means of turning 

away from all former Iniquities, and living 

in the habitual Practice of God's Commands. 

. Now the firſt Step neceſſary to be taken for 
this Purpoſe, is to apply ourſelves to weaken 
aur natural Depravity, or inbred. Diſpoſition 
to Sin. For this is the Cauſe of all our actual 
Tranſgreſſions; this is the Root from which 

they proceed; and therefore unleſs it be re- 
ſtrained and mortified, will continue to pro- 
; duce the fame Effects in our Lives, the res 

peated Violations of God's Will. 

Now to explain and confirm this Truth to 
[ you, I ſhall firſt: ſhew that there is ſuch a- 
7 thing as natural Corruption, or an innate 
Pro to Evil in all the Sons of Adam. 
aaly, That this vicious Diſpoſition is ex - 
— active and . go irs” Operas 
tions. 


And therefore, 34h; that it * Impoſſible 
fo. abſtain from Sin in the future Courſe of 
dur Lives, except We Fe _ Oy 
12 A 4 
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1 / then I ſhall ſnew that there is ſuch a 
thing as natural Corruption, or an innate 
Propenſity to Evil in all the Sons of Adam. 
5 is acknowledg'd by all u ho regard the 
| Doftrines that have perpetually and univer- 
fally obtain d in the Church of Chriſt, that 
the 1 of our firſt Parents brought 
a general Diſorder upon Human Nature, and 
tranſmitted thoſe Evils to their Poſterity; in 
which it involv'd themſelves. As they. were 
diveſted of their Uprightneſs and Purity (the 
glorious Image'of the Almighty Groupe) and 
contracted a Diſpoſition to inning, ſo theſe 
Ruins of Condition have been propagated tg 
their Children, theſe Impurities —— N N 5 
derived to the whole Maſs of Mankind. 
are all of us therefore, as the Off- — of 
depraved Adam, naturally corrupt; ws are ve. 
ry far gone from Orig inal Righteouſneſs :»Wwe-are 
925 with an Inclination to Evil, or vicious 
Principle more or leſs diſpoſing; us to tranſ- 
greſs the Laws of God. 
* Some indeed have contended that the 
Sin in of Adam mmyurd: _ Frogs that the 
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2» Parciculary hs As "Y ds 22 a Polging x Bri- 
tiſu Monk, the hy he Pe of their Family; who be N the 
Year 409 to vent ſeveral heretical Notions. W hick 
was, that the Sin of Adam hurt only himſelf; chidd new 
Children ate in the fame State Adam was in be fans the Lally 
and that they enjoy Eternal Life tho' they dic without B 9 
tiſm. Theſe Tenets Pelagins, with his Companion Cerls 
publiſhed firſt at Rome. After which ray went into = 
and from thence into Africa; where Coleftius remaining, w 
condemned and excommunicated by t the firſt — held - 
Carthage. 
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Þ dil adevous Effects of it were = "FE? to his 
own Perſon; and that we are now / born in 
the ſame State i in which Adam was before his 
| Tranſgreſſion. But yet the holy. Scriptures, 
thoſe infallible Oracles of God, ahundantly 
- overthrow theſe vain Pretences; aſſerting in 
direct Oppoſition to them, that we are natu- 
rally corrupt, or inclined to Evil, in conſe- 
quence of Adam's Diſobedience: 74% 
Thus in the fixth Chapter of. Geoef 7s: we 
find this Declaration concerning Mankind, 


that all the e | 5 Ay Gf three _ 
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aue : 1 went Intp Pai ine, e ave Fe 8 1 
before a Council of 14 Billion, oy of  Dioſpo ay Fl 
— N beſore them, he Aifowned 5 ee had tc 
* 5 7585 e, and 25 e Ve why had Fame con- 3 
emne * 14s by the Synod of Cart * means 
he eſtaped Eccleſiaſtical 9 But IE, 15 7 51 oo 
the. ee of his Errors, he was Sho Gat bs Heteticx, 
togther with Coleſtins, by the African Biſhops in two Coun" 5 
eiſs. And theſe Scducets were afterwards condemned by ano- 
ther Counail of 2714 Biſhops held at Carthage; and likewiſe - 
| by Pope Innocent L and his Succeſſot Zoſtmut. by 
| ins too publiſhed"an Edict againſi them, 
_ declaring that they ſhould 9 driven out To Rome, and all their 
Followers baniſhed; Upon' this chey were-difperſed-inro ſe- 
veral Parte, and ſtill driven away whereyet meh came. At 
rag th they joined with the Neff 27 7 and ere 24 e A 
them in che General Chuncil bel at E beſus A. D. 4 


After chis there remained AIG mall Number of them "= 
perſed in the Weſt. WOE ane 7 
By this Mort Anne F; the Fate, by nao — 7 54 


that the Doctrine of Ori 8 Sinz or 24 natural Depravation fe 
derived to {us from our firſt Parents, was a Doctrine heartily 
received, univerſally eſtabliſhed. in che Church; firice--- .- 
the Oppoſers of it were ſo univerſally condemned, and ach, + 


zealous Care and induſtrious * were ſed entire]; 7 
to ppreſs them. 
5 Hearts 


Hearts are only evil continaall.,. And in, * 
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both Jews and. Gentiles are al 


4 every Mouth may be ſtoppe 
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Condemnation, V. 18, That J) dhe Diſcbedience of 
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ä 
die Man many were made Sinners, as by the le- 
dience of one Man many ſhall be made righteous, 

ß TT. 
"Theſe Paſſages of Scriptute do inconte- 
ſtably prove that we are all by Nature cor- 
 rupt; and that the Sin of Adam hath derived 
this Corruption upon us. They have been 
thought farther to prove tllat we are actual! 
born Sinners, and liable to the Wrath of God; 
on account of Adams Tranſgreſſion. But this 
I confeſs is a Point which Will admit of ſome 
"Theſe Words of St. Paul, By ons Mans 
- "Diſobedjence "many were made Sinners, and 
Judgment came upon all Men to Condemnation, 
"Rom. 3. 19, 18. do not neceſſarily import, 
that the Guilt of Adam's Offence is charged 
on all Mankind, and ſubjecteth them to fu- 
ture Puniſhment; but may very well be ex- 
plained to fignify only, that they ate eventu- 
Ally made Sinners by Adams Offence ; that is, 
frequently ſeduced to the actual commiſſion 
- of Sin, by that natural Propenſion to it which 
And this ſeems the more expedient Senſe 
of the Words for .two. Reaſons: 1ſt, Be- 
© cauſe it is repugnant” to our Notions of 

Divine Juſtice, that all Mankind ſhould be 

charged with, and liable to.be-puniſhed for, 
the Tranſgreffion of Adam, which they were 
not concerned in at all, which they were 
never capable, in any reſpect, of  conſent- | 

- ing to. 240, Becauſe it is repugnant to 


1 
- God's own Declarations in Scriptute, that 
he ſhould puniſh Mankind for a Sin, which 
they themſelves did not commit. For aſter 
having reproved the 1/raelztes for receiving 
this Proverb amongft them, The Fathers have 
eaten ſowr Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are 
ſet on eage,/Ezek. 18, 2: the Fathers have ſin- 
ced, and the Childten are puniſhed for it, he 
declares in the moſt ſolemn manner, that the 
ſhall not have occaſion to uſe this Proverb 
any more, foraſmuch as his Proceedings are 
righteous and equal. Behola, all Souls are 
mine: us the Soul of the Father, ſo alſo the Soul 
of the Son in mine. The Soul that finethy. it fhall 
die, v. 20. he Son ſhall not bear the dnquity 
15 'of "the Father, neither ſhall the Father Lear the 
Iniquity of the Son; the Righteouſneſs of the 
of the Witked ſhall le upon him, v. 20. Whence 
it is evident that God dotrh not puniſh any 
Man for the Iniquities of another, hut only 
his own/ Perſonal Sins... Fog indeed? 
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het are the Words of Bilkop Sende ſen in his third 
Sermon ad Pipulum; wh there teconciles with his uſual Ac- 
curacy and Judgment theſe ſeemingly repugnant Declarations 
of God in Scripmrce Jam 4 jealous God, viſiting the Iniquity 
of the Fathers on +he Children, Exod; 20. 3. The Children 
ſhall not bens the Inignity of. the Fathers, Exck. 18 20. 

Here God declares, that he does puniſn the Children for 
their Parher's Sins, and 2 that they ſhall not be puniſhed 
for them. How wan this ſtand together? Yes, very well; even 
as well as in the Ad of puniſhing God's Juſtice and his Wiſ⸗ 
dom can ſtand together. Mark Her, where the Scripture a- 
W 2 ſcribeth 
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ow C2 77 be otherwiſe? Or who an ren i 

k 15 1 hink that dur moſt gracious Goc 

1 0 ready Jo, fake from us the Guil 
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one fatisfacory Puniſhment of our” bleſ- : 
cc ed Lord and av iour np Chriſt; Which 
ach 15 bt for hs, own 5 (ar be the Im- 
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N 1 us ſo to Euter) pon Bf ours; 
- Was 3 as wounded | or our 2570 preſſion 2 and. 
4 15 { | iſement 0 "Our ''Peace Was" I f nfs him | 
45 Fl Let even thoſe Me us Suf- 
« Fringe of bls may be faid (in 4 qualified | 
„ venſe) WO been br us 81 that 
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ibat m_ Puni hen: of the Children to the Furher's vid : 
it ps to God's Wiſdom and Proy: ho for 
e e choice of theſe Occafi 7 7 
utiſhments, upon 
r Earl ins Ee el Face 3 Þ 
. Seri, — * deniegh Se Children: o be 
ed for . Ne Bette, inteth us to God's 4 2 
Ne 4 Nall & bo 4 and doth not 1 
1 ver infli ents; but where has | g 


any Occaſi 
Ferſonal N 0 deſerve chem. The Father's Sins are not ts 


th Dicafocs of Lie e thing them ar fuck a time, or in 
15 1 m Wer. And Ay Gets the Ohiluren their 


Re; that is, he take ur From the ather's.. 
wp brig fuck a*time/and in ſuch wmenner) thoſe 
| e Children which their ons Nins have deſer-, 
nd yet Gad nurb not puniſh tin biſdran for their Father s - 
that᷑ ie, nt never takech perafien fromcha Facher's Sins 
to inflict Puniſhments on the Chi lo ieheir own. Sine 
— 5 * abundantly deſerved. this fully reconci les the 
ure, and cleareth alſo the Juitice of God; as 
is — bay in that Maſterly N referred 2 b 125 


= "ns 
4 is, his own by Imputation. brad he who 
«© undettaketh for another Man's Debt ma- 
«© keth''it his own, and ſtands chargeable 
4 withit, as if it were his own Perſonal 
„ Debt; ſo Chriſt becoming Surety. for our 
Sins, made. thera his own, and ſo was pu- 
4 niſhahle for them, 35 if they had been his 
« own; Perſonal Sins, His being made Sin 
4er U, | whio: himſelf, knew no Sin, was the 
©) reaſon, of his being | res! for z us, who 4 
© himſelf deſeryed no, Pubiſhment.” . 
- So that all the Puniſhments infficted upon a 
Men N for their own Sins. And there: 
hoſe Text of St. Paul ſhould be mter- 
ter th em conlittent WET our natural otion: 

rat, : 


' Howeverz Sen ct RAE 
Truth, gh there i an re Corry an in 
| 5; Mas is 
* 9 that the 
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ele; alſe nal Sin is 4 4 

that in every”, = horn in the 2 it de ſerveth * Wes 

and Damnation.” The Reconcilement of which _ 
Wi | 
THe 


__ with the Reaſons aud Authorities of Scripture; 
1 onl e Sls may. rs 
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| a this OI. me to the {cond Rarticws 
The: propoſed ;_ which, was to ſhew,. that this 
2, Careup tion of our Nature, or Haga pI 

Wickednefs, FO exceedingly Wye and. | 
ous in its Operations... uu 
St. Paul obſer ves i wh the eth 1 7 to 
| the Romans, that the Motions 4 7 
rupt Inclinations to the! „ Fork .10 

l Fruit unto Death, V. 3. And 
in the Perſon of one bole Co Ort 
"mortified, declares :. I fd "that * 
mould 4 Good, Evil is preſent, mii wes . 1/4 
Good: that 1 would, Fav i; bat the. Evil that 
| 2 would" not, that I do. I delight in th 1 — 
God, after the inuard Man. But | 
Lai in my Members, w warring pts 
"my; 2 42 and bringing. me into C l 
Low, of 99, V. 21, 19, 22» 2379 2 
great AQiviry and: Strength, wel that. 
Principle which. we Kr into the Won 
"with Us, and the powerful Attempts it makes 
10 enflaye us under the pe Lic 155. tho 
"things Which our own. Maa MY 
of God condemn. 
3 Truth 15, 1t c. inan, Ia rn 
"ht ak out into actual — Ra, to 
' roduce a an lubieng! Ke on 2 5 Hence ; 5 
ah, pos d th its Strea 
Way thro', an pour "irs. Streams | 
1 conſtant ä O whichACcoun Xe 5 
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that ghet art < pete Reſtraints 4001 ctters 
put pon us in our Minority; that ſeveral 
Arts of Diſcipline and Education are made 
uſe of, whereby to counter work our vicious 
Principle, and keep that Fountain of 85 
ty which. Sells Within. us, a 
Nat Into, © Ag al, Tranſgreſſions. A ad eb 


: ing Mels Means of e 
theſe: Banks, it were, to obviate. its Pro- 
greſs; it Breaks out wick ſo much Violence 
And Sontempr of the Fences ſet againſt it; 
that its Bfſects art ſpread” over the! Ea, 
like thoſe Warecs which became ENT bn 


deſtroy K. * 
Aud were ry not * khe ſovereign Ii 
ence of God's ral ing Grace; which. k 
Ge the wiſe and juſt Ends o Ui Pros | 
vidence in governing the World, it would _ 
carry us luto 'all Torts of Iniquity With an 
Wo ethous Sway, into the cache of the 
very ſame Sins which ever any Nj have 
| committed, "under the ſame 12 
and Opportunities which they hat 
them. It would engage us in the opprel 
ling, of our Inferiors, as Ahab, did Naben, 
1 Kings 20. in mutdering of the Innocent, as 
di 8 2 Lane 11. 15 2 gon s 
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: of our Betters, as Zbah did 1 phiboſheth, C7 wha 
in denying of our Maſter, as Feter did Chriſt. 
For ſince we have the ſame Propenſities 
communicated from Adam that they had; 
ſinge their Nature was not more corrupt 
Than ours; nor ours leſs corrupt than theirs; 
3 follows, that we ſhould commit the ſame 
Enormuties that they did, if we. had the 
ne Allurements and, Opportunities to do 
And therefore God Almighty interpo- 
reſtrain us. He prevents thoſe) Acts 
| of. Wackedneſs. which we;are inclin d to com- 
mit; either by removing entiging Objects, 
. or by keeping off the Occaſions of Sin, or by 
- Song Puri Deſires and Reſolutions, or by 
0 ing us to execute e % Or laltiy, 7 
the: bleſſ Influences of his holy Ane d 
wing. and tanctityiog the Soul, and fob 
the Corruption of the Fleſh: to; the 
. Spirit. By theſe, and other. 
= Merl ods; of Divine Providence, unknown: to 
e {daments are unſearthable, and his 
pa . out); God. withrholderh us 
„ S101 11 462 
| this he docs our; of his, marvelous. 
Rico ; his, general Love to Mankind, ö 
c "rek; 2 them from... 0 Aruckion, and 
promgterh their Good. For if che great 
W of, the Univerſe did not u 
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reer of our innate Propenſity; ſee Burs ang 
Doors to it, as he does to the Sea fay Ving, 
Hirherto alt " thou come, aud here ſhall hy - 
proud Mues be ſtay eas 411 things here e- 
low” would run into Confuſion; - common 
Society would be vnahle to ſubſiſt an Hour; 
Order and Government would be irreſiſti- 
bly born don by an overflowing Torrent 
of all Kinds of Viſlany; and the Moral and 
Political Frame of the World being entirely 
diſſolved à ſtrange deformed Chaos? would 
taſce places! Und all the preſent! 1 1 
and Convenience of Mankind Lo but ied in 
the common Ruin. e e . 
Well; But if our natural! De epravity be o 
af ive and vehement; if it woald carry us 
into all Hiquity, did not God keep us back from 
1t;4 {ome perhaps may ask, Why were © 4 
created With this Diſorder? Why was ſuel 
Corruption and Perverſeneſy Wrought up 
our Frame? Why dorh God find 577 Wich A 
Behaviour ilſuing from the Propenſions ie 
hath given us, Rom. q. rg; And why did he 
nat with more appearance of Goodnels mats 
& apright; as he did our firſt Progenitor? 
Ihe proper "Anſwer to theſe Qpeſtions 
concerning God's Proceedings with Man, is 
to be made in the Words of St. paul; Nay 
= O Man, 'who art thou that replieft 4 againſt 
God? -. Shull the thing formed ſay to . that 
formed ty { why Baſt: thou made me ths ? Rom. 


Pf 20- - How inſolent is it for ghee, O Man! 
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"I Creature of feeble Apprehenſions, and 
limited Powers, to call before ir Bar of thy 
Judgment the Diſpenſations of thy great 
Zreator! towards en Shalt thou demand 
the Reaſons why God Almighty created thee 
thats Fc Wilt thou arraign his Wiſdom or 
Goodneſs ſor What he hath donc? Have a 
fare of ſuch” daring Arrogance, ſuch provo- 
king: Preſumption- Let it ſuffice that the 
Deprayity we are born wirkt is the Effect of 
Got's Will. He hath thought fit that it 
ſhould-be propagated from Adam to all his 
Poſterity. He can nd more do any thing 
which we may juſtly complain of, than 
ceaſe to have à Being. Hi, Mis are al- 
ways Pighteous, and his Proceedings? the: beſt 
on us, tho perhaps we may not penetvate 
into the Reaſons that make them ſo. And 
thereſdre we *ought to be entirely ſutisfied 
with the Diſpenſations of God, "-ypon/-this 
| en wh that they are the Diſpenſat ions of 
nog 07114 OS Of e000 A777 
= | 4 che? 3 of our natural 
0 ion, we are able fu perceive, 
and folidly- to account for, . the Godd. 
nes, as well as Juſtice of God, in the En- 
tail of it upon us, For we ae not left 
helpleſs" under the Influence , of this Cor. 
; We are not abandoned: to its uns 
5 controllable Sway; but God /higzſelf vouch-· 
fuaſeg us _— ance we want. He him 


[f is our 1; and mighty 
5 NEO 
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„ He enableth us to 


him to tlie Meaſures of Acceptance nots 
_ wichſtanding its 'Oppoitlon. He perpetu⸗ 


2 us 


care and Attendance upon us. 
10 This Trueh is ſet forth by an excellent. 
Avila tin" fo" t cent and beautiful 4 
CO, Tony it cannot . ag + Advan- 
pes erg Words: l fe 
How daily, how 3 how inceſ⸗ 
Kant is the Vigilance and Proviſion-of god 
er Man in this State of Infirmity? 
Were any thing laborious to Omnipo- 
e tence, and could there be more and Jels 
3 where all things are exly;- I 
> "Mat, or does to govern the univerſal 


4 World, He made the World? by: the 


Breath of his Command, and ſo 4 £0- 
7 verns it; for it has now Power to re- 
* ſiſt; but Where he has placed an elective 
< Power of reſiſting, there to watell over 
6:that Power, to attend every Motion of 


**. cheriſh- every good one, to encoutage it 


45 into Act, to reward it with Complagen-⸗ 


LENS 


9 1 to * eſtabliſh it 


D 4 * plicy 


Power of out inherent” Dep nw — rev | 


ally guards and watches over qur Souls; 
up to f a State of Vir. 
e as he will !rewardy by his unwesried | 


God takes more | Pains 0 
ay particular Soul, than he did td 


4 Leue "Hearts, to checke every evil, and td 


% 
FP 


11 of that Nd Principle which felt 
t ſet it a- work; to feed, and lead, and drive, 
and” diſcipline his Flock; to retrieve tlie 
Wandting, to wait upon the Tender, and 
to carry the Impoteht on his Shoulders 
* Gas he is pleaſed to ſymbolize his Care 
„o Man Under rh ömpariſon of the 
5 i good Shepherd) this 5 4 Series of Cate 
. 2 nf Attention, as well as Love; which 

the Oeconomy of, Whole N. 1 Hel 
+ does „e en, 1 

This indeed | is the "moſt amazing 
50 , Contemplation that can enter into our 
. Thoughts, and which made holy Job 
t break out into (thoſe! Words of Vonder: ; 
1 Te what 7 Mas e thou 1 5 


— 


Tre! A 77 e 1s the © oath Goodack 
. f God rowar ds Man j in his preſent State; 
apd khis indeed js the only. Title chat 
44" May" hughr/to value himſelf upon, even 
the, that God values 9 ſo much; but 
6 ſtill to he more humble, becauſe he can 

1 10 little deſerve it? 1 90 Hum '# AT 
vo Non ir God be ſo initlgerte and care- 
of 7 His Gabel is Conſpicuous in 
| 15 At . . Adee and We have 


1 1 ATI. Fe beg Li 


| T 41] 
(10 Ground to complain of. natural Depra⸗ 
vation; though if wie exert; our En 


deavours towards 
hall have reaſon t 
diſcretion zi inge, Goc does not uſua y oper : 
rate, but in conji n With ourſclyes,) > 
And therefore. I ſhall proceed to. fhew in 
the 34 place, wk $9,190 vicious, Principle; | 


2 


5 2 Fro ande Megs: ative _ 


peration, ſo it 74 impoſhb 18 * we 
1 in 5 rom — * e future 
Courſe of dur: Lives, c ee end 

1 ue it. HRD Ae prom: —— 72 
- Naw; this Propoſitign is 15 r 
immediate, Conſequence, of the 

A dr Depravit) be. reſtleſs ep Vigorous in 
its Mgyements z if it e rige RE 


o break out into, the Adds of Sin z ik it wi 
car u iato the fame I inne have for- 
merly committed, ſuppoling che me Temp- . 
11. eee e to be, id, before 
is; evident. Hy OW, Hu at Coe on 
1 ſain from Sin, 10 the future e our 
Lives z . e 4 5 
WAVEY>;" | Der an 
vours muſt | be . and becken ny 
God ſhould either over rule ur Choice 
irreſiſtihle Grace, or remove from. us all « 
eing Objects, and Opportunities of Sine f 
as God Almighty always deals with Man- 
8 has nadethem, that-is;-a5"Erea» 
tures. 6 FT 2 
1 


ds 0 viating, its, Effects, wg - Fee 
lament our hgh In- 
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Wilk is a hoes — the ſhould al * 
ways with - hold from us Incitements and 
Cupacixies of ſinning; for if he — ſo; how- 

coun hwy "Life be a nry State? Or 

1 re be any ſuch ching as Vi Ar, 

0 ndation for a future Reward 7 And 
. cherefore it hence! to be conkluded, that 
| oſten meet with alluring Objects; 
with Occaſions to inflame, and Grporruniies 
to induige our ſinful Appetites. Nay; we 
find in fact, that God, tor the Trial of our 
Obedience, and Exerciſe of our Freedom, 
ſufſereth theſe things to be laid in our 
WV. As we have all of us been ſeduced: 
into ſeveral Miſcarriages, ſo we! all of us 
2 that Inſtigations and Means of 

ing them are frequently ſet before us, 
els therefore our vicious Ineſination be 
mortified, there is nothing under Heaven 
that can reſtrain us from ſinning in many 
Circumſtances; but we Thall Nil ſtill repeat our 
former Miſcarriages as Often as We are 
tempted, and ſtill ĩnereaſe the Power of 175 
together Wien the Guile of it. 

80 certain 1 is this Truth, that Muktirudes 
of runiceformed Chriftians are Inftances of it; 
and as ſucks: ſhould be monumentally ſo, to 
ep us from the like Condition. For the 
reaſon why. fach Maoltitudes' of Chriſtia 87 
ho ometimes are ſorry! for their Sins, and 

Thoughts. of Amendment ä 


yes 


% i i 


= 5 their 2 ton Slasz — r nh notice 
of their natural. Corruption. The criminaþ 
Actions they have committed being moſt 
viſible as -wel to others as themſelv 
they reflect upon with Regret; theſe they 


Contrition; but in the mean time overlook 


the true Source of them, their innate a 


5 Panter and Inclination:to'Evik i 5 | 
_ Hardly any ching obtains more generally 


among Men than this Practice. And hence 


it is that᷑ their Repentance is as fruitleſs, as it 


is partial; that it has no abiding Effect upon 


their Lives, nor any Influence at all to re- 
ſtrain the future Practiae of Sin- FE 
negle& the Fountain from which their Ini. 
Ne if they appl/ not to mortif 

the Root and Cauſe of their actual Abomi- 


nations; it is certain that this Fountain wilt 


ſtill ſend forth the ſame Streams, that this 
Cauſe will ſtill produce the ſame Effects, how 
tragically ——— they may lament them. 

Fo direct our Humiliations to actual Si 
without regarding the Corruption 207 our 


Nature, is ã prepoſterous Courſe; is repug- 


nant to the Order of Nature; like directing 
Applications 0 the Breakings-out'o off * _ 


ant Humour, without doing an 
the Humour itſelf; and muſt 


—— be to work e a Cure — the 


- theſe. 
ask Pardon for with fome- appearance f 


rif Men 


juſt effectu⸗ 24 to hend the 5 48 
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Let us e gat our firſt Endeavours 


: © weaken gur corrupt Principle. Let the 
4 *-{tr of the Thing tea « | 


ac „ aud the 2 
Eat others. warn us,” wiſely. to begin our 
Work here; to ſtrike at the Foundation, and 
mortify the Power of Sin. Bet. us ſer iouſſy 


and frequently conſider, that call Humiliations 
without this will avail nothing; that there- 


fore this is as abſolutely neceſſary- to true Re- 
pentance, as true Repentance is to the Salr 
vation of our Souls; that conſequently by 
purify ing ourſelves from external Pollutions 
only, we do but expoſe ourſelves to the 
Fate,” as we imitate ho l 
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2 7. eee een tt 3x lee 
12 ug new'd: -you-in-the laſt, Diſcous 
| FT in Orc er to our habitual a It. i 
ing ſcom the A s of din, it is abſolu 


ruption; the next thing in order to he 


fider'd, is the Means or Expedients we muſt 
uſe whereby to weaken it. For when we 


perceive the neceſſity of mortifying our cor- 


rupt Principle, hat Iniquity may not be. our 


Rain; the Thought that naturally: ariſes in 
our Minds is, what muſt | we do to mortify 
this Principle, And therefore this is the 
Point that I muſt now proceed to 27 5 
and ſet before you. 

No the Words of che Text acquaint us 
with the Method that David took for ſub- 
duing his natural Depravity; and therefore 
point out to us the Courſe that we alſo mult 


take for compaſſing the fame Effect. 1 


. * . 
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| ledges that he had ſinned in ſo heinpus a a may : 
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bleak aſe to inflict upon him, would apy 
7 Pfom this Hum mat? 


| — * 


anch finding chat co be the podheing Cauſe 


* And — as he earneſtly 
1 repeats 


. L 36 1 
ge be very well worth /ous-while-t6 
rake 4 view of the whole Pſalm, becauſe it 
its" that Merhod c ee 2 2 


When Nathan's: adm Fable f 8 
of his Sins under an affecting Parable, had 
brought him to a lively Conviction of them, 

the firſt thing he does is to implore the Mer: 


5 Compatſion of God, to Hor our i 


nfereſfions, and cleanſe hum fro . Sint, 
v. I, 2. After which he confeſſeth them 
With Gtief and Abhorrence; and acknow- 


ner,” thit whatſbever-Judgments God ſhould 


Hy righteous, v. 3. 4 FA > £4, 8 10 


he ptoccetis to conſider the Sin 0 
the i nya from which they 


> Ares eee, The ev 
ene of His actual Trar rreffions khan 5 
the diſcovery of his inherent ion; 


of all his Miſcarriages, he humbles himſelf 

for it before God; wikely conſidering, that 
as it could not but be extremely ocious in his 
fight; ſo it would ſtin produce the ſame Ef- 
feats in his Life, unless its Influence were 


| "It m3. | 
repeats his. Addreſſes to God to purge him 
from his actual Pollutzons, and revive him 
with, a Senſe. of Pardon and Reconciliation, 
v. 7, C. ſo he beſseches him to purify, this his 
natural ement; to remove his inbred 
Propenſity to Wiekkedneß, and 1 
contrary Frame and Diſpoſition . Soul in 
the rom ot it. Create in me 4 clean Ae, 
O Gad; aud ndnem a right Spirit mitlun m. 
8 From this Procedure therefore of Devil, 
| who is | t forth as an excellent Pattern of - 
true Repentance, we learn theſe tho im- 
portant Points; if, That When, under 4 
Senſe of Our Guilt, We lament, and beg! 
don for, out actual Iniquities; we/ zonld 
A RP! eng hee for the pr 


We 16. i e 


„ L Bat der to weaken: its Mane, 

rl Ai its e we e. apply qur⸗ 
b 40% 5.9 6 POR 
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tion to . ung be « 
| du'd, but by the renewing a 
Grace of God. 1 5˙ IN. cet a 7 „ 4x 
_ » 2d, That his. Grace of God cannot 
obtained ee e md iqpyortunats 
Rd: ᷣ K 
Se | | ; | if, 1 


. 
oy aſh, Then it zo be conſidered, her aur 
. corrupt: Princi 2 or Inclination to Evil, can- 

not be corrected and ſubdued,” but by is 

re Wenige and ſanctifyi ying Grace of God. 
As this vicious Propenſity is implanted in 


15 


our 3 by him who made us, ſo it can- 
not be morti ied but by the ſame Almighty 
9 Agent. For it requires the ſame infinite 
Power to alter our Nature, that was em- 
loyd to create it; as it requires the ſame 
| irreſiſtible Might. to remove. the 1 


was exerted in ſetting them faſt. 
therefore it is he _- by whom 3 fears 


Ful) and wonderfully made, Pfal. 139. 14. that 


an change out natural Propenſions; as it is 
e alone, by whom the ſtupendous 'Fabriclk 
ol the World was built; by wham the Heavens 
were, ſtretched oat like a C urtain, aud the Moon 
and the Stars ordained, Tai. 40. 21. Pſal. 8. 3 
that can change their natural Powers 4 
Situation, N 
Our bleſſed Saviour harh gold 3 us, Mateh. 6. 
7. that we cannot add one Cubit t our Stature; 
5 we cannot make one Hair white or black ; and 
certainly tis as little in our Power to alter 
the natural Condition of our Souls as of our 
Bodies; as little poſſible, for Human Appli- 
cation to ſubdue and remove the Appetites of 
the one, as to enlarge or contract the Dimen- 
ſions of the other. "We may indeed uſe ſome 
| Cubordinate Means, Which, with the. cons 


Eurrent Influence of God's G Grace, may: 5 
hiev 
; I * f a 


| 5 Ls 49 1 ; 
chieve this Work; but Kill hy Effect lice” 
pernatural, and as ; much the Lord's doing,. as 


the Cure of Naaman s was, produced by . 


waſbing in the River of Jordan, 2 Nugt 5. . 


We may obſorve, that the very Acts. or 
Workings of our corrupt Principle cannot 4 


is before it. but by a Power infinite and 


11 time be ſuſpended, when 2. proper. Ob- 4 
) 


divine. For ſince it wy as. natural for this; 


Principle to operate within us, as tis for Fire 

1 deſtroy thoſe that are al into it, or 15 4 
a hungry. Lion to. devour ; his. Prefs 3, 

” 8 of its Operation is unequal, to El 
Capacity of a finite Agent; is per rlormable 

L him alone, who: quenched the L4 ialence of 


ire: When. Shadrach and, his, n 


were caſt into it, Dan. 3. and ſto Pg. the 
Moaths of Lians in the Caſe of Daniel, 6. 

If therefore che Movements of our corrupt 
Principle cannot he controuP'd but by the! 
Power of God; if the Diſpolitions Ao In. 


citements 0 Wickedneſs cannot be ſuſpe ids 


ed but by. ncy.; how much leſs can 
Mr 


the 3 itſelf be ; mortified, a any Being, 
thort of Omaipotent? How. 727 


ſubdued, and Propealions b to irtiie N 

ed in their ſtead, unleſs by the ſpe 

ration of God Almi ighty? WE 955 The | 22 5 
erful Impreſſions of 15 Holy Ghoſt, to whom, 
the Work ot: reformin & 0 or creating us Ha 
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ä 
is * appropriately aſcribed, as the Work of 
ie Pather, oo 
In further Confirmation of which Point, 
it is to be noted, that the holy Scriptures de- 
clare us to be inſufficient of ourſelves to think 
any thing that is good. They affert our In- 
13 to purify corrupt Nature, They a- 


1 


. * 


f Nn 2 
% * — 
N Operatinas ot the Divihe Nange 
proceed equally and undividediy from the thiee Perſbns ex- 

iſting in it; yet ſome are attributed in Scripture to one Fer- 


dliſtinct Trigity of Perſons in the Unity of the: God 
Manifeſtationem Divinarum Perſonarum, Efſentia, ty 
utimur; E bec Manifeſtatio Divinarium Perſonarum. Appropri- 
atio mminatur. Aquin. ima. | Qual, © 39. Net. 7. Thus, as 
Fouer is aſcribed to che Ether, and the Wo in which; that 
Attribute is ſpecially diſplay qa that 5 the Work Creation; 
ſo Goodneſs is attributed to tlie Holy Ghoſt; and the Work by 
which that Attribute is ſpecially aa mmunicated to us; that is 

the Work of Sanctißcation. And. becauſe none can be 8 17 
to this Work, none can change and rènew our Hearts but an 
Infinite Almighty: Agent, therefore-this'ts-dne Proof that the 
Holy Choſt 1s truly GG l. O n : 


* 


- C „„ Fo $ „ "Wo 
; 7 . 25 8 2 x *. 3 1 3 * 1 bk * 


. 


a 8 r 
: : Fa 
PR 0 s FW. * 7 : 3 4 * Ar 
282 4 
O 1 . 8 N 8 * 4 „„ ee n, * 1 
5 - 
A 3 


(3 
Now, if we are pos ſuficient of onrſelver t6 
_ think am thing as f ourſelves: If none of us 
can bring @ clean thing out f an unclean : If + 
be God that worketh in us both to will and to do 
of his good Pleaſure : If we are born again of the © 
pirit, and ſaved by the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt If we muſt pray that we may be wholly 
fanttified ; that our whole Spirit ond Soul 2 
Body may be preſerved_blameleſs : If theſe be 
the Promiſes laid down in Scripture, the 
Concluſion that atiſeth from them with 
abandant Evidence, is, that the Stream of 
our innate Propenſities cannot be turned; 
that our ſinful Appetite cannot be ſubdued, 
and a virtuous Difpoſition placed in its ſtead, 
but by the ſanctify ing Impreſſions of be 
Spirit of Holineſs, gradually abating the one, 
2 giving Nourifhment and Increaſe to the 
FHenee therefore let us proceed to conſider, 
24h, that the ſancify ing Influences of God's 
Spiri cannot be obtained without earneſt - 
anger Eo SEES 
Application to God Almighty by Prayer 
being a moſt proper and eminent Act of our 
Dependence' upon him; being an . Acknow- 
ledgment of our on Inability to procure 
hat we want, and of God's Power and 
Inclination to confer it upon us, hath for this 
reafon been appointed by him, as the Inſtru- 
ment of conveying his Bleſſings to us. And 
upon the fame NY he hath required It, 
2 20: 


: E483. 5 
as a Condition, without which he will not 
diſpenſe, or ſend down his Bounties upon us. 
We are enjoin'd in many . Paſſages of his 
Word to addreſs. ourſelves to him for the 
ha things we want ; and as we have com- 
_ fortable Aſſurances of receiving, if we ast; ſo 
have we awful Warnings of being denied 
the Bleſſings of Heaven, unleſs we devout- 
ly implore them. SK; 5 2 


Indeed Temporal Enjoymeats, ſuch as 
Healch, Power, Proſperity, and the like, are 
ſometimes diſtributed, like the Rain, and the 
Sum, to the Unthankfal, and to the Evil; to 
thoſe that neither ask them from God, nor 
acknowledge them as received at his Hands. 
Becauſe theſe Things are not really good in 
themſelves, nor certain Indications of Divine 
Favour; but either good or evil, ad Modum 
Recipienti, according to the Diſpoſition of 
the Receiver, and frequently diſpenſed in 
But ſanctify ing Grace is a ſubſtantial Gogd 

and eſpecial Mercy. This is a Pearl of ex- 
ceeding Value. It is one of the beſt aud moſt 
perfect Gifts that cometh, down. from aloue, 
James 1. 17, For fince it mortifies our ſin- 

tul_Diſpolitions, and bendeth our Affect ions 
and Wills to the Practice of Virtue : Since it 
transforms and renews us in the Spirit of our 
Minds, rendring our Deſires, our Purpoſes, 
aur Aims, conformable to the Will of God: 


Since thele are its admirable Operations up- 


3 . 3 


t 1 


on our Souls; it is, in conſequence, an in- 


eſtimable Bleſſing, the Excellency whereof 
cannot be ſurpaſſed, but by that of its Do- 
nor. For by thus changing and fanQify- | 
ing our Hearts, it preſervet 1 us from the 2 
Power of Temptation; it 'guardeth us a- 
gainſt the Snares and Stratagems of Satan; 
it turneth our Feet uno the Teftimonies of the 
Lord; and in ſhort, "ar ah us up unto the 
Day of Redemption, Epheſ. 4. 30. 
And therefore this crowning Bleſſing; 4 
chi Perfection of God's Mercy, as *tis the 
| Maſterpiece of his Power," is not ſcattered 
promiſcuouſſy, like his common Bounties, 
_ an titan Hand; but con- 
veyed only to earneft and devout Petiti- 
oners for it; to thoſe: alone, who appre- 
hending its Value and Neceſſity, addreſs 
the Tfitobe of Grace both with Fervency 
and Pe Verante."* 4 * FILES: AL py 0. 3 
heſe are the Qualifications which muſt 
attend our Prayers for the rene wing Influ- 
ences of God's Spirit. For the holy Scrip- 
ture teaches us, that we mult” pray. 12 tant 
h, fervently. importuzarely: — * Continue ' 
Fant in Prayer} — Pray always. with all 
Prayer and 927 Kn in the Spirit: 
Cn . and ks anto” God; for Men ought 
—_ ro. 95 . ot to JO; And yet 
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our Addref es for it are earneſt and impor- 


£5413 

we are not to pray in this manner for any 
Worldly Accommodations. For theſe we 
muſt defire in a moderate degree; and 
theſe we muſt requeſt with Reſignation of 

our Wills to the good Pleaſure of God. 
And therefore his ſanctify ing Grace is one 
of thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, which we muſt 
ſollicit with thoſe Circumitances of Prayer 
that the Scripture requires. 

Fruly if we attend to the Reaſon of the 
Thing, it will appear that we can have 
555 3 to expect this unſpeakable Gift, 

or. 9. 15. at tho Hands of God, unleſs 


tunate. For were we to requeſt it wich 
Coldneſs or Indifference, we ſhould under- 
value both the Thing we pray for, and 
the Perſon we pray to; as if the one were 
but flight and inconſiderable, and dener | 
not entirely to be depended. on for it. 
therefore ſuch Petitions, like maimed . q 
_ 3 certainly be offenſive; Would 
75 be rejected with Scorn; and meet 
{= * Denial they deſerve; being in 
truth like ſome Addreſſes of inſolent and 
traiterous; Subjects, Affronts t that 2 | 
winch they ſeem to honour. 

- So that we mult: earneſtly beſeech ; 
| for the Influences of his Grace to create in 
uus a clean Heart, and renew a right Spirit within 
ui. We mult importunately beg him to diſ- 
7 = their 8 the Principle of Sin 


5 within 


- 
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within us, and to ſuppreſs that impure Foun- 
tain, from which our Iniquities flow. We 
muſt as paſſionately requeit him for the re- 
moval of this Diſtemper of our Souls, as the 
Leper in the Goſpel did for the Cure of his 
Body ; crying out with the ſame Devotion 
that he did, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make 
us clean. And we need not doubt but that 
he will comfortably anſwer us as he did the 
Leper, I will; be je clean; and at the fame 
time actually make us fo, by diſpenſing the 
_ purifying Impreſſions of his Spirit. For we 
may not only argue from his Goodzeſs, that 
if he ſo commiſerated the Bodies of Men, he 
muſt ne ads be as compaſſionate to their Souls 3 
but alſo rely ſecurely on his Truth; ſince he 
hath expreſly declared that he will as cer- 
tainly vouchſafe the holy Spirit to worthy 
Supplicants, as earthly Parents are liberal in 
Benefactions to their Children. For theſe 
are his Words: If ye then, wy evil, know 
how-to give good Gifts unto your Children, how 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the 
holy Spirit to them that ask him, Luke 11. 13: 
Since then our natural Corruption cannot 
be miortified but by the ſanctifying Grace of 
God; ſince this Grace cannot be obtained 
without importunate and conſtant Prayer; 
it evidently follows, that one neceſſary Ex- 
pedienr for weakning the Power of our Cor- 
ruption, and reſtraining its Effects, is, to 
apply. ourſelves to God, as the Royal Pſal- 


0 
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miſt did, earneſtly beſceching him to create 
in us 4 clean Heart, and renew a right Spirit 
oo Ee Ln 8 
But then, 24h, that our Supplications 
may be ſucceſsful, we muſt take care to pray 
in Faith. For whoſoever doth not fo, ſa ich 
St. James, let not that Man think that he ſhall 
receive any thing from the Lord, James 1. 6, 7. 
+ Now. we then only pray in Faith, when 
we look for the Bleſſing we requeſt upon 
ſuch Terms as God hath promiſed to give 
it. For Faith ever looketh to the Promiſe. 
And God hath made us no other Promiſe 
of the End but conditional; to wit, upon 
our conſcionable Uſe of the appointed Means. 
And the Means which he hath ordained 
for the obtaining any Bleſſing from him, 
are our own diligent Endeavours to obtain 
it. He requires the uſe of all natural Means 
in our Power as much as he does Prayer. 
He requires us to exert our own Abilities 
as far as they will go; and to ſtrive with 
all Induſtry and Prudence of Application, 

for effect ing what we requeſt, as well as 
Rs ar et trot him 0 nn EN 
Thus, towards attaining the Neceſſaries 
and Conveniences of Life, God hath enjoin'd 
us to requeſt them from him by Prayer and 


— 
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1 To this purpoſe Biſhop Sanderſon diſcourſes in his third 

on ad Clerum. {> „„ . „„ 
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Sapplication, with Thankſgiving , Phil, 4, 6 
And he requires us at- the ſame time tg 
be induſtrious in our Callings; to be pro- 
vident and frugal in our Living; to be 
honeſt and upright in our Dealings; and 
in ſhort, to uſe all the Means in our Power 
that both naturally and morally tend to 


bring us in the Proviſions we pray for. 


all things; to mortify 


In like manner, towards the obtaining of 


virtuous Diſpoſitions, and Ability to live in 
the habitual Practice of our Duty; God 
commands us to addreſs. ourſelves to him 
for the Influences of his Grace: And he 
enjoins us at the fame time, to ſtrive; to 
watch ; to labour; to run; to be temperate in 
ou Body; to conſider 
e vaſt Obligations and 


on the one hand, t 


Advantages of ſerving him; on the other, 


the horrid Odiouſneſs and Conſequences: of 


Diſobedience : And in ſhort, to uſe all thoſe 


Means that are both naturally and morally 


conducive to effect the Things which we beg 


from him. 


* 


God never intended that Prayer | ſhould 


| ſupply the room of Endeavour, nor does he 
ever anſwer the one, unleſs ſeconded with 
the other. He does not operate but in 


conjunction with ourſelves, nor beſtow his 
Bleſſings but thro' the Mediation of our 
own Induſtry. He openeth not the Win- 
dows of Heaven, and rain down Proviſions 
upon us, as he did Manna on the 1/raclites 
& — nl 
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in the Wilderneſs, however n 
requeſt them. He giveth - not = 
of the Earth to thoſe who only life 
up their Hands in Prayer, and never ſet 
them to the PlowW. Proſperous Fortunes are 
2338 ang any — 3 1 are not 
| out to t rd or t Spend- 
1 chrift; but the arr and Laborious. 
2 80 likewiſe with reſpect to ſpiritual good 
| Things, not give virtuous Habits 
by immediate - Infuſion, nor enable Men to 
live well, merely for their pray ing to do 
He reſtraineth not our natural Incli- 
nations, or prevent thes Effects upon our 
Lives, 8 the 16 Concurrence of our own 
wours ; does he beſtow Piety , 
Juſtice, Toning and the like Cliftian 
| Virtues, to thoſe who only petition for them, 
E who vouchſate only to be at the Trouble 
| of requeſting them; but to ſuch, whoſe 
| Actions are — with their Pray 
ers; whoſe Endeavours are pointed towards 
the ſame End; who purſue what. yes re- 
2 natural Means in t 
| auch the — of . Take 
ence does not ſu on 
| and] make them: 2 1 —5 
„ 3 towards @arrain ing. what we 
tor, requires U | 
pray Means; if he does not vouchſafe the 
. e — unleſs theſe Means 
ä 


2 i . 22. hence | 
| are accordingly ed; tis apparent; 
that in order to weaken. and mortify our 
inherent Corruption, we muſt unite 
Forces of Induſtry and Prayer. We mult 
Join our hearty Endeavgurs to our devour 
Petitions , and conſtantly. perform thoſe 
Ting that n 91 __ to, weaken 0:6 


1 our Gr A on of this: 1 ruth, 
. ſhould always be riveted on our 
us conſider, that unleſs we ſtrive 
our Corruption, as well as prag 
e the Power of it; our Prayers can be 
no value before God, of no dernier to 
1 3: for” thi | undeniable 


m_ Beau: Fn we Ee to ſubdue 
our finful Diſpoſition, and yet uſe not the 
Means in our Power to weaken it, tis 
certain that we don't truly and heartily 
deſire what we pray for. Becauſe if we 
did, we ſhould, by the Impulſe of Nature, 
as induſtriouſly- endeavour to weaken it, 
as he Who is affiicted with an acute Di- 
ſtemper, ſtrives for the removal of it, with 
Ty al to his Pain. *And- there» 
fore we — mock, and affront God 
when. we offer 83 this Prayer, by pretend - 
jg to 3 of him, which. we _ 


cept they icould work Im 
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m3 Tf. we bey Nd our —— prion 


may mortißed, And yet uſe not the pro- 


Means for its . ſo, but perhaps al- 
ourſelves in Courſes that are naturally 


apt to cheriſh it; our Prayers cannot poſ- 


ſibly be ſucceſsful, unleſs they had a kind 
of Oui dotence; unleſs they could work 
Miracles Nor us, or produce an Effect in 
our behalf, *withour- 9 8 ern mie a-. 


ieee, nd y oft 16s 


)( 8 og 159 LA 200! 21 E 
Indeed in this Caſe . di 
realy. contrary to our Prayers. We -uſe 
the Means to keep alive that very Cor- 


ruption//Which we beg of God to mortify. 


We water the ill Plant, hilſt vc beſeech 
—— not to ſuffer it co groπ]-• . And there- 
o Prayers cannot be oeſſectual, ex- 
ſſibilities, 85 5. 
3 


make" us not to do whar we. actual 


or, at leaſt, could alter the C * ol Na- 
ture, and reverſe its Laws,” | by: ſuſpending 
the natural Efficiency of our Actions. But 


this ſurely can never be imagin'd; this can- 
not he hoped for, even by thoſe Triflers 
with Heaven, and Deluders of "themſelves, 


A N 
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for them, * and ſo hy placing their whole 
Confidence in it, commit an odd.” Piece 
44 of Idolatry, and make a God of their very 


E 6x | 


s 
i 4 


Let us therefore beware of this Error 
in Practice, with a Caution ſuitable to the 
Danger of it. Let us diligently purſue the 
Bleſſings we requeſt by the Uſe of all na- 
tural Means in our Power. Let us not 
in Spiritual Concerns rely on Prayer with- 
out our Endeayours; as we ſhould not in 
Temporal rely on our own Endeavours 
without Prayer. -And let us ever take care 
that our Actions be conſiſtent with our 
Addreſſes to Heaven, and conſpire in the 
ſame Tendency with them. Do we, for 
Inſtance, pray againit the Power. of our 
Corruption, let us uſe all the Diligence we 
can, exert the beſt Skill we are Maſters 
of to undermine- it; and let us avoid all 
thoſe Actions and Occaſions of Life that 
have. a Power of exaſperating or 22 
it. And this is the pla in, natural Courſe 
directly tending to the Thing we pray for. 
This therefore let us reſolve to take, and 


* 


— 


2 2 * 


** 1 DEPT „„ 


c Theſe are the Words of Dr. South, in his fixth Volume 
of Sermons, J. 416, Ec. who there diſcourſes finely on this 
Subject. | | 
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Can in me a. clean Heart, 0 God, and Tonem 
4 . 8 oe" within ne. 


Tr being 9 Wc ae to che x mor- 
1 tifying of os inbetent Corrup ion, that 


3 


neſt Prayers; Coe” Willy u 

Means which. 2 5 am ms it ; ; 
it muſt 0 9 EC] yal uy. | hell, cy Ra 

ing of this oh Work, ae” we know — 
ſo. of En is mult be uſed, or what 
are the Meine t Jags ave à natural Ten- 
dency to mottify. this Mherent. Corruption. 
Theſe thetefpre, 1 ſhall now proceed, to kt 
forth, and recommend to, your Practice. 


Now the. Means that naturally conduce to 


weaken, our ſinful. Inclination are, ff, To 
call ourſelves often to a ſtrict Account for 
the ackual Tranſgreſhons we have gommit= 
ted; and: to exerciſe Tn and Hu- 

matiation for them. N Hor. 
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Deſires rand + Bas as Fen pp 72 ar en : 
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| OY 55 avoid with all ollible Care Ws ; 
ObjeAs/ and- Occaſions chat a ers gp _ Fo 
and cike us to Evil. 11 *a(1 3 


To. eb under add” Abi = | 
Body, 'by Acts of Abſtincnes and Self denial. . : 

FILL 410 = e 1 

| 2 thin, in codes to weaken: our innate 

Propenſity to Sin, we ſhall. find it of 17 
Service, to call ourſelves often to a ſtrict 
Account ſor the actual Tranſgreſſions we 
have committed, and to 2 5 a ievere eral 
hearty Humiliation for tlem. 
If we frequently revive upon our Minds f 
a deep Senſe of our manifold Provocations, 
and" frequently excite a real Sorrow for ha- 
ving committed them; ve muſt needs wea- 
ken our Inclination t inereaſe the enormous 
Heap; to repeat the Occaſions, and aggra- 
vate the Meaſures of our Grief. Hearty 
Affliction for what we have done 2 * 
* will check our Propenſity to do ſo 
' The Trouble and Uneaſineſs that Sin 21 


brought upon us, Will produce a Carefulneſss 
to avoid it for the future; and the Thought 
of a ſubſequent Affliction will reſtrain the 


3 would A 1 
* N When 


When Daniel + prayed and confeſſed his Sin, 
and the Sin of his People Iſrael: When he be- 
wailed it in theſe pathetical Exclamatioas ; 


O Lord, the great and areaiful God, me have 


ſinned ; we have rebelled by departing from thy 
. „Io w belonget C aon 2 Sk 
Do we not. think that his. Inclinations were 

dead to the Sins he lamented ? that his 
Diſlike of them was renewed and confirm 
ed? that his Heart was warmed with a 
zealous Reſolution of Obedience? Truly we 
may well ſuppoſe that he would rather 
have been thrown again in Compliment 
to the Lions, than added to the Rebellion 
againſt that dreadful God, before whom he 
was humbled. And if lo, we may likewiſe 
well eonclude, that the ſame Acts. of Hu- 
miliation often repeated; will produce the 
ſame Happy Effects upon ourſelbes. 
When David was brouglit to a Senſe of 
his crying Iniquities, he kept it lively, and 
pungent upon his Mind. The Thoughts of 
what he had dene were continually beforę 
him, and he humbled himſelf; for it with 
moſt hearty Affliction. I am trgubled, ſays 
he; 1 aus: bowed: down greatly; Igo modrivmng 
all the Day long; and ihas by teeſon of min- 
niquities: for they are like a ſore Banden, too 
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in — of God with a | 


ry Repentu 
produceth the Departure from Sin, to Which 


penſity from which they 
Scriptu 
proper Means, or 


Rent i yur Heart, and nos 9 


winden 7 r 


3 66 PF 
Humiliation for his Sins, he gave 24 


deep 


a mighty Blow to the corrupt — . 


which cauſed the 


1 that irs- 1 


St. Paul eacner ; | Py Tk 
ee unto 1 2 Cor. 7. 1 


Salvation is - promiſed. / And he tells the 
Corinthians, that their ſorrowing aſter a god. 
ly fort, wrought in them Carefulneſs, Indig- 
nation, wehement Deſire; Teal, and Revenge. 


that is, poſſeſſed them with fucks: Sentiments 


ant Reſolutions , as produced the actual . 
Amendment of their former Courſes; and 
by conſequence it weakned that Anful Pro- 
* Ton! 
We muy: obſerve therefore, That whoh the 9 
re calls upon us to turn unto God, it 
preſcribeth nen and Sorrow; as the 
Inſtruments of tu 
to him. Iurn 56 10 the Lord nb cal your | 
Hearty and with Weeping, and frets 
Gaumens, and 
turn to the Lord your God, Joel 2. 12, 13. So 
again in St. James; Dram nigh unto Gia, aud 
be mill draw mgh amo uu. Cleanſe your — 4 
Je Sinners, and purify your” Hearts 3e 


4. by 


Let your Laughter be Ah ret: to Mourning, and 
——_ 1 l ee eee © WY: 607 our © 


5 


Seer | For Wr 1 50 


r ̃ „V/ w ̃ 1 


3 5 47 3. 1 and 
you 3% 40 4 Hes wines. Now ik 4 urningy - 
and Sorrow: for our paſt: Oftences he 8 con- 
ducive to the o if chem; eee n 


a conduce to mortify our innate Cor- 


ruption; ſince, they can by no means be for- 
faken, ala this Corruption be mortiſiedꝰ 
And therefore frequent Humiliation for 
actual Sin, is à very good Expedient for 
wealkningithe: Power of it lodg d in our 
Nature. \wlnrrw) mails: ot - 7 3291-74 
For indeed hom can it be Gberwite Or 
who can reaſonably doubt, that he WhO Oo. 
ten calls £9; mind his paſt Offences; whio: 
conſiders the O dinsde fs, and dangerous ray 
Conſequence of them, who reflects that 
they are Rebellions againſt the — of 7 
God; Indigaities to 2 lindeſt Benefa 
his moſt) tender Parent; who reflects chat © 
they merit the eternal + Deſtruction! of his 
Soul and Body. and will actually inflict it 
upon him, unleſs he truly repents: WhO 
hereupon i is deeply humbled, is afſecled 2 , 
piercing and ingenuous. Grief: for having 
committed them: By whom; I ſay, can — 
reaſonably be n that he who: clus. 
ſorrows for his paſt Offences, muſt needs 
have a mighty Advantage over his Cor- 
tuption? Certainly ſuch a Man cannot but 
be armed with an Abhorrence and Dread 
of future. ſinniuꝑ, and therefore the leſs ex. 


dad 10 be dramm away, and enticed inis its 
F 2 His 
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to think of an unlawful. AG 
not with ne check his Thoughts, 
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1 1 t 43 1 Fo . BK, 

His al nation FR ET abainſt * lis 
natural Inclination gradually weakens it, and 
the Antipathies of Nature kept vigorous by 


his Reflection conquer its Propenſities. His 


Tears of Repentance keep under the Flame 
of his Appetites, and his preſent Humilia- 


ions are ſo e en againſt future 


ones. 
gh, i Another e Expedient for 
tne our inherent Corru 8 20 is to 
reſiſt the firſt Motions. and Delires towards 
Sin, as often as they ariſe in ur Minds. 
19 Vigorous Oppoſition of the firſt, Sallies 
and Efforts of an Enemy, 7 a moſt * 
miſing Means of keeping 1 under; "ht 
diſableth him | from, renewing. his 161 85 
Witli the ſame Vehemence an 7 Strength that 
he! began them; and ſo giveth us Power to 
-repel: with caſe- his, future Onſets; FR till at 
-length he has but little Capact „or Incli- 
nation to aſſault us at all, It, we, check 
the welt Workeings of our, Corruption, and 
--diſcoura e the Beg hings: it, we, not 
Only reſtrain its Progreſs, but enfeeble its 
Fower; as a rigorous Seaſon upon a riſing 
Plant, not only prevents its Growth, 
allo weakens the Root. 
Ihe primar Motions of Sin diſectiy 1620 


2 commiſſion of it. If a Man 9 
ion, and doth 


ib 7 "they 


£691. 


they cAnſenſibly ſhoot forth into Deſires. of 


at Action; theſe quickly gain the Con- 
{cat of the Will, and produce Reſolutions 
of committin 5 i; hence, if no Imped 
WI tlie 
ſues; ald great Strength and Advantage 
is given. 10 our Depravity ,: which is till 
heightned' by every Act of Sin. Whereas if 
we ſuppreſs the Thoughts of any criminal 
Fact as oY ariſe; ir we drive them off: the 


Mind Wirk tllis 'Exprefſion of our Abhor- 


„ Va 
2 


Tence,  Amay From” FLY ye Wicked, I mill keep 
the | oripiandments of © my. God, We prevent 
their, We g out into the commiſſion of 
it, an 

prap it), 
. Reſtraint of its Movements. 


84 Has 5 he fit to ärraign the Irte- 
ſpies of © Phbughts, and to abrid ge 
us in the firſt 'Movibes, and Deſires of the 
Heart towards Sin; as we may obſerve in 


the "ith Chapter of St. Matthew, where he 


_ forbids: the firlt Workings of Anger, this in- 


ward Deſires of Tmputity, and pronounces 
them to be no 1s criminal, than. the dut- 


ward A&s proceeding from them. Thieſe 
Precepts, indeed, conlidered barely in them- 
ſelves, look With a very rigorous and ſeverę 
Aſpeck. And upon this Account, as they 


: ia 77 5 the Jews, who had never 


: heard of * ſuch Doctrines from their Inter- 
| F 3 preters 


actual commiſſion of 46 mY 


give my ight y Wound to our De- 
Rig 1 is ſtill weakned by 18 5 


Were u chlis A 5 no doubt, out blelled 


px = 8 ' 4 , l OY _ 
a en le te CRT OS SISA» oa Ov ras a FINES 
by a 


vv 
wy 0 
e 


in; 70 ] 
; of the ** (+ tho? ag, principal In- 
Wes of was to teach them ;) ſo are 
\[they extreamly offenſive to many pretended 
Chbriſtiam, and have become the Subject of 
LCauil to the Licontiaus, and of, Deriſion to 
the Prophane. But if we conſider, that the 
inward Thoughts, ar Deſires of 55 unlawful 
Act, are certain Steps, and mighty Prepa- 
-ratives to the final Completion of it, we 
hall fully perceive, tliat the Precepts Which 
fotbid them, whatever Auſterity they 31 
Carry in their ficft appearance, are nothing 
elfe but the gracious, Contrix ances of our 
- Maſter to preſerve us from Ruin; the 
mirable Reſults of his Wiſdom and Good. i 
meſs combining in our behalf; ſuggeſting 
the ſureſt . Method to reſtrain us from Sin, 
and preſcribing the beſt, Courſe to 3 77 97 
pur Corruption. For certainly, as that Phy- 
„ ſician is maſt skilful and tender, who: for- 
» bids: ſuch Indulgences as would: catry us in- 
to Diſeaſes; ſo that Teacher muſt be equal - 
Ii compaſſionate! and wiſe, who: e 
thoſe Motions of Sin, Which ſpee 1 Leer | 
-vance- into the Acts af ir: Bee y . 
doin he warns us to give . 2 
ter, but by -2 vigorous Reſiſtance to hinder 
their Progreſs, and e r deſtructive 
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7 7¹ 1 
Us rh * by an excellent Aotbor, 
4 That — Kleſb or natural Corruption, 
4 vill be ſure to find us Work enough: It 
© j5-continual}y putting forth Shoots of Ava- 
“ rice, Ambition, Pride, Luvury, and the 
like: If we neglect them but a little out 
of a Thought that they can do us no 
„great Harm yet, ot that we ſhall have 
„Time enouglii to ſnub! them/! hereatrer, 
„% e do it 'to" our on certain Diſadvan- 
tage, if not utter undoing: For we Mall 
„be unable either to overcome them at 
all, or not without much more Trouble 
's « and Difficulty" than we yy” have done 
1 at hege nn daeim 
As oſten therefore as we find the Thoughts 
ck Appetites of Sin ariſe in our Minds, 
let us with Courage and Expedition oppoſe 
them, As often as our Corruption ſends 
forth theſe Beginnings of Iniquity, let us 
attack them in rheir - a by no means 
ſuffering them to increaſe their Groth, or 
advanes their Propyeſs,” For is it not much 
eaſier todſuppreſs them in their Weaknels, 
than conquer them in their Strength? to 
cruſh che COekatrice in the Eggs than ma · 
ſter it When grown into 2 Serpent? Un- 
| neon" "iv 5 And chat n ere . 


ODER 
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en 
* Bepirinifigs of Sin, tak 


Atta 1e es the 
: foreſt Courſe, both to prevent the Acts of 
ir, and likewiſe to rid himſelf of theſe very 

innings.” He who repels the wicked 
＋ houghts, and vicious Motions that come 
upon his Mind, checks them from viſiting 

Him ſo often as they did before; as he 
ho ſends away à bold Intruder with a 
ſevere Reprimand, is not likely to be much 

troubled With him again. If a Man ſtands 
pon his Guard, and courageouſiy beats 
- Hick the firſt Tentdencies and Volitions to 

Sin, his v a ion that excited them, 
* will languiſh 5 The Parent will 
be enfeebled 5 48 Uſage of its Produ- 

Qtions; and lie as it were frozen within 
Him, deſtirnte of Activity, or Motion. But 

if he cheriſhes the firſt Workings of his 
Is *Cotruption', „ he unavoidably increaſes its 
_ Power, and multiplies its Aſſaults; he en- 

"'eoutiiges it into Frequency and Wiolence of 

Operation He' renders” ir Heady, and un- 
tractable; imporcunate in its Demands,” and 

imbatkent of Controul; and the uſual Con- 

uence” is this, that lie is carried” by its 
nfluence into the Paths of Sin, and fix'd, 
le 4 wretched Slave, N the I. Jonny 

3 nge THO e160 
uh, Another requiſte ! Means of weak. 
ning or innate Depravity, is, to avoid 


15 n poltbie Care thoſe Objects and 


Ye ow „ 868736 * "Occaſions 


L 
Occaſions that are Feli arc to Tus 
its Operations. 
The rie Avoidance. of temptiog 
Evils, not only keeps us from the Danger 
0 bein enſnared by them, but alſo. pre- 
vents thoſe Workings of our Corruption, 
Pe they would produce; and by ſo do- 
„hinders it from ſtru Jing for the 98 
2 the ſame; degree of ivity and Vio- 
lence. For as frequent DP increaſes 
its Power, ſo any conſiderable Diſuſe, or 
Intermiſſion of working, gradually weakens 
it. Our vicious Inclinations will languiſh, 
if there be not proper Objects to Ns 
forth, and enliven them; as Fire will not 
burn, when Fuel is with · held ſromi c.. , 
We may / obſerve, that beſides our general 
Propenſity to Sin, we have each of us ſome 
particular Bent of Conſtitution, or ſpecial 
Proneneſs to one kind of Vice more than 
to another; by vertue of Which, ſome are 
naturally revengeful; ſome; intemperate, 
ſome unclean, and the like. Now: When 
- Proviſions ſuitable to this governing Appe- 
tite are ſet before us; when we converſe 
with thoſe Objects by which it may be gra- 
tified ; it immediately) moves and ferments; 
it feeds our Imagination with the Pleaſure 
or Advantage of embracing them; and by 
this means attains ſuch Power, chat it makes 
us reſtleß and uneaſy with ee til 

ve e aQually done fo. - 
e 


1 2 


174 
117 We e alſo, that as there is hard- 
any thing but may prove the occaſion of 
Bin, if abuſed; ſo there are ſome things 


x; | that have à more dice& and natural Ten- 


dency to Sin than others; ſuch as for In» 
ſtance, lac and luxurious Living ; intemperate, | 
2 aud laſciviuus Company ; Revelliuge, 
er merry Meetings, as' they' are called; and fe- 
a Recreations, that are nom a-aays bey much 
n he, Theſe are properly the Occaſi- 


Ot 
ons of din; they naturally lead to it, as 
hey common end in it; they temper and 
fashion the Mind after their On Likeneſs; 

and diſpoſe us to travel thro all the Stages 
A Wickedneſs, till we arrive 10 the Perfe- 
(ion: of: faſhionable Sinners. And' {til} the 
1 Oftner we: adventure. — among them, 
1 — 2 more reſtleſs do they render 
dur Depravity, and fo much the more pow- 
-exful are their Impreſſions upon us. 
e that we ſhould ſeriouſly conſider what 
Obpects are moſt agreeable and alluring to 
Our predominant Appetite, and accordingly. 
avoid them with all poſſible Induſtry and 
-Prudence of Endeavour. We ſhould revolve 
in our Minds what Courſes of Life, what 
Lonverſations and Entertainments are moſt 
apt to enliven and inflame our Corruption; 
nad no more venture ourſelves among them, 
chan we would to breath in 1 Air. 


Me may all of us n — our on Ex pe- 
rience, chat there are ſotts of Things, 
N : * * and 


and pe {or 
ring to us that they are armed With an 
| _ ſpecial. Power to carry us into Actsiof Sin, 
in that they have often done ſo before. | And 
hence we ſhould conclude, that the ſame 
Poiſons will ſtill have the ſame Operations 
upon us; and therefore be as watchful and 
: induſtrious. to ſhun them, as we would an 
> Envenom'd Shaft from a well- drawn Boπ]ꝗꝛ;Zm 
Our Saviour hath taught us in his admi- 
7 rable Prayer, to beſeech God nat to lead u- 
uo Temptation; and conſequentiy to take 
What care we can not to læad aurſeluat in 
1t; ſinee we cannot think that this Peti- 
. tion hould ſucceed; - unleſs we diligentiy 
avoid thoſe ſeducing Objects Occaſions; und 
1 of Life, which we beg of 
Heaven to avert from us. And if our Pra- 
cCtice were: ſuitable, we ſhould as it were 
chain up our Corruption; we ſhould pre- 
Vent its breaking out into the Acts of Sin, 
and ſo leſſen its Violence to break but ſot 
* future; ſince this is a certain Truth, 
that the more r keep ourſelves from Zim, 
the leſs are We inwardly urged and inſti⸗ 
E t commit it. Wperche they wha 


eely gonverſe With enticing CO an 
eedleſly run into rempring Occaſions, ex. 
aſperate their Corruption to an angoverts 
able degree; they judiciouſly-contrive to fall 
into habitual. Wickedneſs, and to make *Hfis 
+4ie; only a reparative to a WorſGꝙQ. 
5 4 


and e . enſna- 8 


2 nt ni neo Kl  viimnorms bas wht 
aul, Another Means to be; uſed; for 
Wenning our natural Depravity, is to keep 
under and mortify the odr uren of 
Abſtinence: and Selt-denial. 4 com) 
For if the Body be not a by au. 
ere Uſage, it will quickly rule, and do- 
mineer over the Soul; enſſaving both the 
Underſtanding, and the Will, to an abſo- 
laute Compliance with its Demands. "Thro 
the Diſorder contracted by the Fall, the 
inferior Principle of our Compoſition, {ill 
Warreth againſt the ſuperior; the Body is 
'\rebElious againſt the Mind; it 3 
miſſion — its Dictates; it vehementiy diſ- 
pures ſor the Maſtery, and obſtinately con- 
\endsifor the Gratification of its 285 Ve- 
Aires And the Iſſue of this Conteſt ſor the 
moſt part is, that che baſer Principle gets 
they better of the nobler, and carries che 
Whole: Man after it. For we. 3 
that the Body bears a far Seater 606 
Nine, than the Min. wi 43 
. -eotrmonly. carried out with, much more 
Force to Objects which plea 
chan 10 thoße that are ſuitahle tothe 
en, Thoſe Vices that gratify our Bodi 
Appetites, are much W e general and pre- 
dominant in the W old, than; any. | 
de thoſe Virtues, which lea 
0 1 e e mars £ 


fy 


* 


fily and frequently practiſed, than ſuch as 
conſiſt in thwarting and deny ing them. 
Tis the Influence of ſenſual Deſires, 

which for the moſt part carries Men into 
looſe Principles, and wild Opinions; and 
Iafidelity Would never have become ſo 
reigning and domineer ing, as we find it is, 
did it not male Provi ſion for the Flaſb, 10 ful. 
fl the Tufts thereof. For the Source of thoſe 
Latitudes in Principle which awake a juſt 
Indignation, as they do 4 Concern, is that 
daring Licentioufneſs of Practice, Which calls 
for all Means Ot Coercion, 48 291 40e of 
Atonement. The Power of ;Men'sBoduly 
Appetites firſt carries them into habigual 
Debauchery ; into a Courſe of Uncleannaß, 

Intemperance, and the like; and then they 
retreat to Infidelity, and Free thinking as 
u Means to fit eaſy in the full Enjoyment ef 
thoſe Appetites, to which they are enſla vd: 
80 that it i neceſſary for us ta diſoipline 
our Bodily® Deſires, and to keep them in 
Subject ion. We find St Paul, notwitliſtand- 
ing the many Conflicts he had from with- 
out, by tlie Malice of Satan, and his Agents; 
yet moreover warring againſt himſelf, and 
beating down his Body, and Bodily Inelt- 

nations. And the reaſon of his doing; ſo, 

' he himſelf tells us was this, left for Want of 
ſuch Diſcipline; he might, after preacſhing to 
others, be a Caſt-away bimſelf. — wo | 

EY rea 


8 
* 


great Apoſtle yore the TER 4 Man Who 

[been favoured with a ff ght of Heaven; 

Who counted all Things but Loſs for the Excel-. . 

| 'of the Kyowle e of the Gof} pet, and gloried 
thing ſave the Croſs 1 * brift ; if he found 

it nec 


to reduce lower Appetites, 
for fear of being ruined thro? their Influence, 
' we'may well conclude the abſolute neceſſity 

of our warring therewith, to hinder them 
from deſtroying our Souls | 
Now the” requiſite Mets of See 
their Power, is to uſe them with Severity, 
and to keep” under the Subject in which 
they'reſjde3"that'is, to deny them frequent- 
ly their lawful Requeſts, and to chaſtize 
the Body by Abſtinence and Faſting, For 
the frequent reſtraining of our Appetites bo 
from the lawful Meaſures of Enjoy 2 5 
and the conſtant humbling” of our 
by a ſevere Temperance, and Abſgemiou?: | oF 
A. of Living, conduces ar once to, abate 
their Strength, and increaſe” our Own. ;; to 
check theit Progreſs, ank aſſert our Domi: 3 
nion; to leſſen their Imporränities for un⸗ 
awful Gratifications, and invigorate QUE ].... 
Repulſes of all ſuch Requeſts; in ſhart, WW - 
_— them orderly, and ttactable; ;; obſequi- · 
ous to the Dictates of the Mind, and the, 
Lans et —_—, 77777 1-3; 7M 
And the reafon herec 10 that 45 Theſe” ris. 7 

| gorous' Performances 3 ren to weas 
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ken 
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f 791 = 
ken the Power of gur Appetites, by. cat. 
2 thoſe Proviſions. that. cheriſh = 7 
"has been pleaſed to CEE A 
nity them, as Spiritual Ioftruments for 
ſuhduing the Fleſh ; and on that. Account 
be giberh them Pocher to produce. this. . g 
fect. Theſe mortif tying, Duties, arę exprefly.. 
ited, and the; Virtue of them ſet forth, * 
in the "holy Scripture... They have been 


uſed by the eminent Saints of God, by.) 


Perſons moſt - diſtinguiſhed for their Piety, 
in all Ages. The Apoſtles and primitiss 
_ Chriſtians” were very conſtant in the Ex+:: 
erciſe of them. 9 are recommended to 
us by rhe uniform Practice of the unixer- 8 
fal Church quite down from the beginning 
of it, and enforced upon us by the Wee 
of our own in particular; who' hath alſo Aon 
play d the Expediency of them in her. Ei- g 
burgy And Homilies; inſtructing us, that 
they ate the Enemies of Sin; 1 they 
help to ſibdue the Fleſh to "the... irit; 
that they bind up God's Hands from Faris 
inflicting of Judgments, and open n them for 
the beſtowing of. Mercies. And therefore 4 
we ought to vie them with a full Perſua- # 
Gon of their Efficacy to this Purpoſe, inc 
they are under God inſtrumental to it. 
We may Obſer ve, that God 1 
often afflicts Men in their Temporal Com 
dition, as ah leans to mortifſy their * 4 


4 
. 


A a upon the want of 3 4 
| this their Flame ſickens, and will 1 
of itſelf, if not fed by Gratification. And 
thereſote ſome Men 705 viſits with Infirmi- = 
ties and Dilſcaſes of Body; thers with Ad- 
verſity and Want; =p 0 abates the Fury 
of their Deſires, by enying the Capacity 
and Means of indulging them. Theſe are 
the Applications of our ſovereign Phyſician, 
whereby to . ſubdue ; our Diſtemper:: By 
theſe gracious Severities he carries off the 
corrupt Humour within us; and tho the 
may ſometimes fail of their deſigued Effect, 
et this does not happen from the Unfitneſs 
of. the: Remedy, but the invingible. Wa 50 
ſicion"of rhe Patient. e Thy 
| —  "FTNow' we may imitate; this) Method 
Y Providence, and produce thoſe ſalutary Ef- 
fects _ ourſelves, /which that does upon 1 
others. For voluntary Fenance will be e- 
qually beneficial as the Diſciplines of AE 
HicHon. Severity and Abſtinence will ef- 
fe&t the fame. thing upon us, that Diſeaſes 
or Foberty do upon others. Our Luſts will 
as certainly be weakned by refuſing to in- 
dulge them, as by an Incapacity to do ſo; 
and our Bodies will no more become In- 
ſtrumeuts of Sin, if chaſtned with Abſti⸗ 
nence, than when mortified by Diſorders. 
18 PR we 2 apply to this 1551 


ki 8 1 3 

thod 9 ſubduing our Bodily Appetites It 
is certainly the nobleſt and moſt excellent 
Method of ſubduing them j as. it gains us: 
the ſame Conqueſt by our on Atchieve - 
0 tor. witch NG are indeed to 15 ; 


| A is "ls ia tb kin aftends: 
the k under our Bodies, as the Con- 
ſequences of encouraging them are fatal. 
The Pravity of Nature receiving its Nous- 
riſhment from the Body, the ſame AR that | 
chaſtizes this, chaſtizes alſo the Pravity of 
Nature. Whereas if we freely cheriſh and 
3 this: Body, we. cheriſh by an un- 
happy Conſequence our Corruption tod. A 
Tull FE arication of the one always rampers) 
up the other, and | gives it Str 1 and 
Activity to caſt off all Bonds, . 
come unconquerable. And thetefors St. 1 
excellently adviſes us, not to uſe Liberty jar 
an ' Occaſion''ta' the Fleſh, Gal. 5. 1 5 
allow! ourſelves ſich 4 Meaſure of lawfi 
Enjoyments, as may too much eee 
and encourage the Body. And therefore wa, 
ſhould conſtantlij pr rabtile this Advice of the; 
Apoſtle, as 4 842 of keeping under gut 
Corruption. We ſhould ever be cautious of 
Fut e any Advantage to the Body by too 
ree an Indulgerice of its Appetites, Me, any 
this Kenn e d. W 


4 | 
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I Cannot 


IE! 


the utmoſt of war i 
conlider the Body as 4 Pr: 
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ytor, wht will 


certainly riſe in "Aris ag ft us, 2 1 
aft" our'inbred Ener ® Where 
Power; and therefore Jen it thoſe Prov 
ſions that would give it k 8 Power, ho 


, Importugately loever I it may crave for. chem. 


* . , 


. Thus 1 have ſet Besdre you tlie Means 
"that have a natural Tendency to weaken 
our corruf Principle, ot to fect - We 
*xequeſt of God, when we offer this Petition, 
"Crete 3 Ini 4 clean ae "apa „ a "right 


9 1007 r tos 


note 'powerfilly ereite you 

120 induſtrious Uſe of them, chan by calling 
to out Remembrance the Doctfine la 
Jown in the laſt Diſcourſe; to wit, that 
towards the Tubduing of dur inhate 'Cor- 
Tuption, it is ' abſolutely neteffary to join 
de 0 to our Prayers, to uſe all the 
Means in our Power” that naturally conduce 
to ſubdue it: For by this Doctrine we are 

17 * to perceive, that the induſtrious Uſe of 

Means is abſolutely  neteffary” to our 


cible and awakening Motive to the 
rious Uſe of them. For” as'this is ab- 
nl neceſſary to the mortify ing of our 


e Which is certainly the 
8 


am 


ee, it is R Aer to the 


8 babicual 


* 


1 

habit ONE from Sin, ſince tl 
impracticable unleſs our Corruption hin mors 
tified and therefore 7 3 to 
our mo . f wag one nds 
upon t ion of true . 
a Habieual len from Sin- 1 


N * I T 


Let us therefote conftantly uſe the Means 
for ſubduing our vicious Principle, under 4 
Perſuaſion of its indiſpenſable Neceſſity. te 
our Eyerlaſting Welfare. Let none of us 
* ſo treacherdus to ourſelves, as to ima- 

gine that Prayer alone will effect this Bu- 
eſs. Let not ſo dangerous à Preſumption 
ever get into our Heads, nor tlie . 
of it be ever ſeen. in ous Practice. 
not take up with tragical Com pla ints of 
our Corruption; nor yet be Aiman d tho? 
we find it powerful and obſtinate, But let 
us turn ane into Endeavour; melan- 
_cholly Thoughts into manful Actions; and 
thus we may remove the Ground of our 
Complaint, and _anquiſh the en oe 
Ma gs b e 9575 11 5150 


There 6 no Man, ler lis Cortiption % 
ever; ſo powerful, but may be able to re- 
duce it. His earneſt Addreſſes to Almighty. 
God, feconded with. a careful Avoidance. of 


all actual Sins, and a conſtant. Uſage of the 
Ala * to n it, ; will m 


| | 
| 
ſ 
| 


| Frnded with a ſuitable Endeavour.” JL 


prevalent, Will ſtill carry 
ok Sin, notwithſtanding * 55 Prayers. 45 


for uy former Dahab; le muſt ſup⸗ 


1 
fectually | avail to his doing 


- fo. But if Men 


only 27 out of the Bala of their Hearts; 


only complain that they are violentiy diſpoſed 
to Foil: That they have a range Propenſity 


1 ſome "forts of Sins; that they are ſtill en. 
 fnared by Temptations; and in tlie mean time 


ſtir not one Step towards correct ing their 
Depravity, but perhaps cheriſh and s 


it by their Methods 10 Living; What do 
ſuch Lamentations avail? Or what real Be- 


nefit can they produce? why; none to beg 
TR For there is no ſuch thin Vel 

rapes of Thurn, or Figs a Tui: 3 hes is 
ng effreting of Thin olition to the 
good 'upon 


Jature; no 29015 


Courſe 97 N 
the Stock of inward Regrets that are 


And therefore let us all beware 
danger us Impoſtures in Practice, 
ever retain a lively Conviction, th: 
without Endeavour will fignify 


that unleſs we uſe the- Proper 8 65 


weakning our Canes "wilt es be 
into -th 


ofe, tor Inſtance, that a Man in pray ys ap aint 
is Proneneſs to Fro „ and Ke 


ase to keep him 8 "io Exceſſes in 


Drinking to Which he has beer” accuſtom- 
ed. Why, he muff anni Himſelf often 


e preſs 


1 5 


5 


his Mind; | 
he maß ayoid thoſe Companies and Place 
ia which he has been uſed to be dilguis'd; 


7 7 of 
4 A „ 
10 


& 


1 
, 


= 


weakning our Propenſity to Sin, is to frag 
as well as. prey, that it may be weakned,; 
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and renew 
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5. 8 
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Pat « on 8 2 wh eh God, that je may by 
TOE a; the Wiles of the Devil. 


Bir 1 v wreſtle a 5 Hab and, Blood, bu | 


| 9555 aAgainſt Pomen g, againſt 
; Hers 9 1 
N nels in high” 


7 a 2 wy to you at N con. 
, cerning the Weakning and A ar | 
ot-our natural Ct rruption, as. one nece ſar 
Means of turning away from the Wickedneſs 

have committed, ami ſaving our Souls alius; 1 
muſt now. proceed to treat of another Expe- 
dient for effecting this great Work, equally 
neceſſary with the former, For beſides our 
inherent᷑ Depravity moving and diſpoſing us 
to Evil, there is an external Agent, together 
with his Emiſſaries, perpetually active to'ſe- 
duce us into the Practice of Ungodlineſs ; 
and therefore in order to our abſtaining from 
i, *tis 2 neceſſary, as to mortify the 
G 4 a 


t 9 

one, ſo likewiſe to diſappoint the Devices, , 
aqua withſtand the Attempts of the other, 
Ney this Particular may very well be de- 
0 . where St, Paul teaches 
Ae we do not wreſtle | againſt "Flaſh: 2 
lo; +: or do not contend Only agninft our 
| 59. Aﬀettions ;, but alſo againſt a powerful 
Hoſt of evil Spirits ; againſt the ſeveral I Or- 

ders gf Devils employ'd by Satan their. Prince; ; 
ani that therefore we; muſt put on the Whole 
Armour of God, that we may be able. * 
ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil; 
> Ourſelves with thoſe — 1 
1 hich God hath preſeribed, that we may not 
e dra vm into — u the. Snares, the 
trivances, the Adaittes of the Devils. 1 
ylap ince-then-1t is abſolutely Sie, br to our 
apitzining 9 9 the Acts o Gu 
_ + Euazd/aga Attempts of this'/Eneny, as 
(Fell as weaken, our Corruption 1 al | 0 
5 ae Mane Wonne Diſcourls, iet 
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Et eh the Devil operates 
: Nine in exciting us to Ys — 
Sin; and the Means or Circumſtances 
f his Operarions, _— _ > ng they ſo 
F commonly fi ſucceed. : A wa 
4 5 15 arty Be E 13 145 1 1 10 11011 I} 
- A 205% To por G d ah Meifures that we 
muſt take, in order to fruſtrate his Deſ 
0 and withſtand his Atrempts. 1» 1G ee 
«#5 © [115d Sin 16 i tüte bans 
1, then I ſhall give you me /Acobunter 
the Ways by u hich Satan operates upon Gur 
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Minds im exciting us ti Wickedneſs/ and + 
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cif the Means or Cireumſtanees of His 
ns; by vertue of which: * common 
d. (012 149 1 e e ee 
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. That there are fych Be 


hier) 
not be cated bo in an in Ares 2 
acknowledge: the Scriptures as the Word of 
Sede e he Exiſtence of them ig moſt 
Plainly And, Wy declared in thoſe facred 

- 4+ BH ane Wer mnt us that theſe evil 
Spirits Were originally Angels, the C 
the Ways of God, og ee 
tures, and had their Habitation in the. blifs-. 
ful Regions of Heaven; that "they were 
drawn Intq a Rebellion againſt their Maker, 
15 Me had and under the _— 
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Nane on 15 "P ace, 1% th us e, 
Aon Se by l agg potent, and fu 
. DES . 


given [Owl 1 5 ſecond to olofars ; 
_ arm 5 ſaid to have 72 . — 4 
lities an, Powers, and triamph'a over them in 
his Cross. But ſtill the Coma of this in- 
fernal Crew is the prime Engineer. of all 
Miſchief. He is ſtiled the Prince 0 we of Dems: * 
and thereſore is the Sovereign WH ruleth | 
over them Who ordereth their Movements, 
and allotteth their Provinges. oe 5 75 re- 
ſented a8 a + roaring £40, - always 4 fy 
ſeeking whom he rey devonr ; . call ts 
Dragon, the Old Serpent, dich deceiverh the 
whole World: Of him we are particul 
Warned to beware, and againſt him eſpecially 
directed to fight. He is the Adverſary hoe 
_ Attempts we muſt be armed to withſtand; 
whoſe Wiles to draw us into Wickednefs — 
Deſtruct ion We muſt endeavour 0 frhſtratę. 
In order to which, it muſt needs be exceed- 
V requiſtte to know the Methods ol 
which he ſeduces and inſtigates us to ſin. 
Now he operates upon our Souls in bet. 
ons; 2 e dtr. 
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me ſinful AQ Jon, 
1 5 commit it. gl / 


1 Soul, Fe . OY, s e 
by the particular ow, or Tempe 
hs, Body. In vertue of the 3 - 
of Ugion between them, the Conſtitution of 
the Body makes a kind of ſymbolizing Im- 
Troy upon the, Soul. According to the 
different * of the Corporeal Fart, the 
Sp enerally diſpoſed. The Predo- 
ae, 1 one of theſe Humours above 
der, cauſes a predominant e to 
, or ſinful Paſo! ole fog 
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ire 3 
| labivchird Sermon ad Ray - ht eee * 
405 that theſe Kind 6f d Pre ofrentimes 475 wh 
Sn; ſuch” as Divines uſually! call 'our Boſbni/ 204 5000 Bang, 
and ed ging ¶ Peccatum in Fa ) batauſ E 5 —5 we 
e onger, Pronene ſz and Inc gi ts e 51 eſe, t 


Sins. And therefore we ought. to rk to ſtri 


bro Sins, eſpecially aud 4 Sins. "And 
| 5 it un ſe God 2 to ſtrengthen us with bis 28 and 
1s 


Spirit, as to have in ſome ſore ſub- 
250 Fr vil e and denied ourſelves . ; 715 is to 
be. & ly hoped, that we have wrought the Main, and 


rpiece of our Mortification. 
* the 
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ec the Proneneſs and Rede to — do 
© follow ſome Complex ions and Conſtitutior 
«more than others, and ariſe from them. 
4 As, Ambition, Rage, Raſhneſs, and pore 
e bulent intermedling in other Meas Affairs, 
«from Choler: Wantonneſs, and Itentibus 
„ Mirth, from Blond: 'Drunkennefs and L 
7 zineſs from Phlegm: Envy, Sullenneſs, and 
„ implacable Thirſt of Revenge, from Mee. 
C 3 p21 YE 
Now the Devil fully underſtähdz U pats 
ticular Conſtitution of our Bodies: lie 11808 
Which are tlie ptevailing Humburs better 
than We Gürſelves do; J and' is very well ap⸗ 
92 51 how to diſpoſe and move them for hi 
dvantage. So'that he can eaſily ex ite 
arid enrage botli our Appetites and Paſſions: | 
A Touch of his skilful Hand can make tem 
tumultücus, and unruly; can tranſport thetir 
to, gene over all Bounds, and to carry og 
2 rapid Foree into Ads of Turf itude a 
Folly. R119} ame of 16971 e 8 oct. 
Now that the Devil is able to affect this 
Temperature of the Body, and frame it to 
his own Purp Ne; is evident. from this Tnftance, 
_ of the Woman, "whom. Saran.is ſaid.to. Have 
bound for 18 ears, Lale 13. 16. It appears 
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and Humours of it into hat 
ee Petipe ion. And Giics he is able to 
aer che Mind thro” the Body, we may very 

Well conclude that he actuaffy does fo; be. 
Hue his implacable Malice ſpurs him to 
+ Han our Depra vation and Ruin, by all the 
ethods in his Power: | tl | 


we The Devil ops prates upon. ur Souls 
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pie ka borutifol Profpe Qs, an wh ag 
ficent Idea's of worldly Thing | 525 aas 
means ſo inflameth our A mtb we 
ate carried to purſue then by all the Means 
in our Power; by any that promiſe us Suc- 
ceſs; be tliey ever ſo injurious and diſhoneſt. 

He often ſets before us glittering Images | 
of the Pleaties and: Ornaments of Liſt; and 
injects vaſt Thoughts of the Comforts that 
How from the Poſſeſſton of them. He:draws 
upon the Fancy lively Pictures of the Bows 
and Obeiſances; the pleaſing Titles, and illu- 
ftrious Characters that 7 — the Honoured; 
of the magnificent Dwellings, and ſumf ptuous 
Furniture; the ſhining Equipages, and nu- 
W Attendants that wait upon the a5 


3 
ſtant” Eaſe} and Gft- Bühnen 
Ex. 7 Pleaſure, and unbounded 

1 Wat recreate the Y oluptaom. . Theſe Are 
the Pictures wherewith he feeds our Imagi- 
nation; very well Knowing that they will 
make us eagerly y deſirous of the Honors, the 
Riches, the Pleaſures of this World, and there- 


fore forward FO e un nen inne to at- 


tain them. 41282 
1 3 this Artific it is, that 


| 100 the Tempter. 
are excited to purſue Stations of Ho- 


8 nting, and any 
3 4 Life to them; that others are 


ſpurr'd to purſue Acceſſions of Wealth, \thio” 
Fraud and Perjury; thro? the Plunder of 
Thouſands, and the Ruin of their C { 
that\orhers are carried to purſue. — 
thro? complicated Injuſtice, and Brutal Ex. 
ceſſes. Out᷑ experienced Enemy knows that 
this Artifice is particularly powerful; and 
therefore: he uſeth it as a ſtanding Engine ier 
effecting his pernicious L Deligns. 5H 

And as he excites us to Evil 'il by: preſenting 
alluring Images to our Fancy; ſo 77 ne 
thoſe that are tetrifying.' - 

Fe ſometimes throweth in upon us ak. 
eftade* of black and diſmal Apprehenſions. 
He conjureth up ſtrange Spectres to atiright 
and diſmay us. He cauſeth Viſions of pte- 
ſent Unhappineſs, or future Miſcries; and 
by — means hes — and diſorders rhe 

e M.iad, 
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nour, thro Fawnin and Lying, and Sup- 
plant. Roos oguery whatever that 
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4 — * WE are . in als fi FA” 51 b 
nicles, + that Satan provoked David to. number, 


the Peoples "Ho raid the hae del 
to perform 3 een 


Ja adviſed. — — Why doth „ 5 
require this gang; hy willrbe . 
of Treſpoſs: to Iſrael? Yet he would 
be ar ie Jo the fame pur - 
poſe we read, that che * Devil pat it in the 
Heatt of Judas to betray Jeſus; that upon Satan 
ing into him, he iately.; conſulted-. 
and agreed. with the Chief Prieſts; to betra —_ 


had laid, 7 gr ahem che Son of Max. 4 2 
Good mei it for 25 Man if. he had nat. been 
born. 44 4 De nar ion ( would - think * 
dient to have e agel the the ink of 
Judas. 3 And yer. {0 violent were 15 b 
tions of Satan, that no ſopner h Tis 
it, but lie went out refolute an OY d; 
eo draw the dr 2adrul Woe upon his, Lead 


Ve ate told moreover in the Cafe of An 
1 that Satan . his Heart to FRE the, 
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As 5.7 ee intimated to 
big, ha 4 wit din ng pa part of the Mo- 
ny he w which he ſold his, ſtate, Would he a 

e upon occaſion; that the 
t expoſe him to great 
9 8 2 Diabolical Infu- 


1 "ft ches ponent 1 9 9 we 1 lies $a: 
tan ſuggeſted the Though it, and iuſtigated the 
Will to the commiſſion 1 of a eri Wige Fact; 
and, therefore this is one. Method of his ope- 
king upon our Souls. Indeed it is very 
artbicult, if not impoſſible, to know truly and 
Xactly V, Whether the Movements and, Joſti- 
ions to Evil, which we often expe 
roceed, from our inherent Corruption, or 
rom the Impulſe of the Devil. 1 1 gone: 
rally, I conceive, proceed from 0 . 
Fm, the latter more eſpecially, when ſs 7 
Are Wore than uſually violent and.j im tuous, 

705 AS) he 'worketh in the C pilaren of 1 575 obedi- 
ee; as he teadeth them ca prive 790 do 5 Wil,, 
Phef. 2. 2. and therefore muſt excite and 
Woes them by ſome ſpecial Energy; ſo 
p is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he hurries the 
9% With a more violent Force, than our 
nelinations, if left to ourſelves, would 

have done; and therefore that when we find 

' ourſelyes, as we ſometimes do, an extra- 
rdinary. Biaſs to ſome; finful. AR, WE; are 
Jene, and ee by the evil. Spi⸗ 
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t; whoſe Methods of operating upb Gar 
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1, Trdefitis B97 1000 fy 4 4 This avowed 
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finds 'of God and Man;  inflared with the 
keenelt Hatred againſt both; is pe 1 9 
ackive t defttoy the Honour a the 


and the Felicity of the other. He is ally 6 
intent upon This curſed' Buſineſs... He's 4 
Stranger to Negligence, as much as t6 Web: 
neſs” 'He Soest, 70 and fro in the Earth, and 
watkerh *p "and dowh in It, Job 1. 7. He con- 
kinually roveth, and rangeth about; lie an 
_ Infariable” Lion, in queſt of Prey; and "thi 
mort he (devours, the fiercet is his Appetirez 
the more | vely lis Activity. Now in vertue 
of this unwearied Induſtry; [He ſees in what 
Poſture of Defence We are ; he diſcovers the 
4 * . Bot 
the propet Seaſons; the advanta ppor- 
eue et fe an Attack 1 5 by this 
means lie fo often ſucceeds, and gains a vieto- 
rious Hatrance ro his ; Temprations.- es ; 


245 Th ee Clients denied 60 
eed the Workiags of Satan, is the grea 
Sagacity and Skill Where with they are ap- 
led. We have each of us, as 1 have noted 

xefore7 à particular Bent of Conſtitution, or 
fl e to * kind of Vice, or ms 
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Affairs in the Mind; he" elpies 
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e 

ful Paſſion, more than to 1 8 5 And this 
particular Temper the Devi 1 y obſerves, 
and ſuĩts bis Operations 1 to it. Jt, 1 for Inſtance 

4 Man be naturally cholerick, his Endeavour 
are pointed to blow up his Tink aud 15 
fore him into ou 7 5 55 Fury. If he be gi- 
＋ ee e ſtirs 
205 Which this 
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Deſte and ane ut Opportunities of feecl. 
mer therewith, 5 7 is ee inder Hea- 
Aar can hinder its Indulgence to the 


height, that can control us rn CON 
e ee, 


4 34% To > this "Ex gte Subriley bed 10 cou 
Serpent, We muſt add his urgent Import 
Ts.” Te. he cannot inveigle and entice "Men t 
by his de eluſive or wicked Suggeſtions, 15 
78 to, overcome them By his, reſt! ;, 
Sellicitations, "He attacks them in the an 
ner of a Sie e; in Which tho” he, ſhould; b 
repulſed by vigorous: 1 8 or two; yet 1 
2 c abe © Ae utaged; 9 95 is 
his” ropofals ith fein Supp lies 2 1 
 preffing ie 5 He rene 4002 
our Saviour Ne in This Wot iy 25 
would? not be N 
he *would © 
Was repulſed 
as 1 as 4 
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Corr Bir, of 6045 170 

10 . Fa e : 
yg 5 fie "fin pr . and follows 8 
with üg ellt mpchtunities to it; like 
. xroubl ome Pet * 0 


Ney, * not 45 incites and importunes 
but ſometimes -in-a-1 manner invades 
them. He throws in upon their Minds in- 
|  ceſfant Repreſentations of the Sin he woul 
haye them commit. He poſſeſſes. their Ima- 
poems and entangles their; Thoughts with 
to ſuch 2 degree, that tho they ery to di- 
mane or paſs off to anc her thing, yet the 
— 1 ſtill preſent with them ; and tho wy 
and deliberate againſt it, yet they feel 
ange Motion within themſelves ſtill hur- 


them on to commit it. 1er ett 1 A 
17:66 There have been ſtran we ct Examples (ſays 
an excellent Writer) of Men brought in- 


to this Condition. It is reported of Luther, 
that being tempted to make away with 
himſelf, che Temptation grew ſo fierce 
4 and preſſing upon him, that falling into 
*/an/ Agony ny, and (as it were)! ſtrugling for 
85 pry = os) no _ Way/t pe ar Him- 

by frequently urging, and repeat- 
ing over 22 — himſelf the ſbrth 
. Commandment; that ſo, by -« atring 
4 this fiery Dart, with the continually rene w- 
ed 8 of the Sin, -pffeeed fall and 


2 Kelle to his Faith, in the peremptory ex- 
2 n of che Precept; he might re- 
1 i 13 1 as 1 0 1 412 323 f 5111 Sins # ; 15 
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PE 1. 601 in he rh . of His Sepmons, p- 550. i 
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Almighty. in his wiſe Providence 20d; 705 


_ others; either to try and maniteſt Mer 


which the Devil excites us to Iniquity ; and 


uring Mind agai. nn 
b ung + Yo os — er — 
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Now 'this- Bierceneſs of Iaſtigation. 
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Judgment ſometimes ſuffers the Teniptef to 

uſe; for theſe Reaſons as I conceiuve, an bo 
s Gra- 
ces, as in the Caſe of Joh; or to rebuke chem 
for their Cor fidence and Self- ſuffictency, as 
in the Caſe of St. Peter; or to puniſh them 

for former Abominations, as in the Caſe of 


Ababs and unleſs God, who. gives Hans 
Commiſſion of tempring 


g us, interpoſes allo 11 
guard and protect us, either by countetmand- 
ing che Enemy, or conveying a ſeaſonable 
Proviſion of Strength to bear his Aſſault, we 


muſt — be worſted by him, and 


become the ſad Frophies of ms deſtruſtive 
Gongeells! 357; e eee en 
Thus far Iſhave ſer before you the Ways, 
or Kinds of Application to our Souls, 1 


the Circumſtances of his Workings that con- 

0 give them ſuch Succeſs, is appa- 
rent fromm them, that he is a powerful, cun- 
ning, implacable Spirit; a moſt formidable, 

dangerous Enemy to our Eternal Wel- 
Farsi e r 7 3 now to 
Be un t Jui ite Means of guar ing 
Againſt him, and obviatir His At- 


of the Repreſentation of a potent 
H 4 dver- 


5 nine f % % e aon bas e157 
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1 80 

»i:Atverfary warring agamſt out Souls Vould 
ride but melancholly and diſeobraging; willeſs 
ue Froſpect were/enfivened with's Deſcrip- 
© Oppo the Means whereby towithBin his 
Oppoſitlon, and to fruſtrate his Deſign 


s. 

owits this glorioüs- Purpoſe! it is requi; 
tw that we che ſame ents which 
b11grs neceſſary for/the'weakning of Our natural 
1 ofruption. And theſe}! ag L h,be ſhewn 
Hand explained to you, are 1, cbnſtant and 
+19] Prayer. 9 H 3 qu N97 das 


: wi. ally, Phe induſtrious to-effet 
„ pruy for, by all natural Means in 
| er: 25m02 nmdilgt Ads ; 
3 61 21 50 en bert —_— nsmuH "© - 
n af then, that we may be able ſtand ; 
32 >the! W iles of the Devil; we muſt call 
Sin Huniliaries and — Heavens we 
etmüft. beſeech the Lord of Hoſts to be our 
te; we muſt implore the Guardi- 
hip and Aſfiſtance of the holy Angels 555 
meſtly begging him (as our Saviour th. ; 
* lit üs) that be Wäll pleaſe to deliver us 
Satan, the Author . Worker of al p 
br Bvils chr he will not ſuffer him to dempe us 2 
o aboye hat we are able to bear; that ern : 
eſetverus/from the Inſults of his Meſſei _— 
fi the Vigilance and Protection of tis , 
and balance the Malice and Power” of evi! 
Spirits, with the Guidance oy Wees 25 
ee 9 
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þ -»>Andthat:our: Addreſſes -may ann une 
Ears of the Almighty, and enable us to with- 
ſtand the-Confederate Army of the Kingdom 
of Darkneſs; let us ever be mindful that they 
- muſt: be ont inuab W hilſt We earneſti be- 
ſeech God to protect us againſt Satan and his 
Emiſſaries, we may not-unfitly/be compared 
to Samſan, inſpired with God's Freſence, and 
ny ſtill defeating: the Philiſtines that aſſaulted 
him. But our Prayers are inter mitted, 
and ſent up to Heaven only by broken Inter- 


= 
1 * 
15 


vals, and tranſitory Eits, we are then again 
like Samſon When the Lord departed from him; 
Aud. of evil Spirits, like thoſe ĩmpla · 


cable Philiſtines, come upon us in this State 
of Human Weakneſs, and reduce us to be 

the Subject of their Triumph, and the In- 
6 ſtrument of their Sport. - And: therefore: St. 
Paul having warned us in the Text, that , 
nreſtle againſt Principalities and Powers, diracts 
u,, as a Preſerxatibe, to pray clays with all 
b. 8 3 and Supplication in the/ Spirit, aud\watch 

| '< ttbereunto with all Perſeverames vB. Tis the 
Appointment and Will of God, that in this 
State of Probation, the Tempter, or his Ageats, 
ee ſil} exerciſe us with their Aſſaults . And 
therefore our Prayers for Protection cannot 
. e bl unleſs they are continual. Since 
our Adverſiries never totally quit the Field, 
de muſt never ceaſe to beg for Support. As 
the Want of God's Aitance is perpetual/ ſo 


. ah it mult be alſo bea wo 
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Enemies — over — e 4 its s im 
| poſſible We Mould be ſafe; e throw off our 
Armour in che midi} of the Batrel and muſt 
needs fall as ——— never wy 
Quarter, tho they often re 12 d MLS} 
ode — conſt pray that we 
may withſtand "eo Actempes of the Devil; 
Pr gen wit hearty Eddeavours; _ 
they! we — all' the Means in our Power na- 
kurally conducive. to the Thing we requeſt. 
Pot otherwiſe, as you- . heard, it is iam. 
Prayer y withour — is Mockery, as 
Bhi * without Prayer is Preſuniption. 
wes tt em both z and without both 
e beftoweth no his Bleffings- 2191994: mh 
bu in order to our | vithfjandilg: othe 
ttempts of the Devil, it is requiſite, 1%, 
| Me retain — vor106 yg one 
his Warring againſt us, and of the terrible 
anger We are expoſed to from him. 
— 
alwa $0 i; always pre 
A and ſuſ An a 4 
fault ; In order to which,” the Appre 1 
pf being attack d is abſolutely nece * 
= N againſt a — eln 
be does not ſuſpect. ?Tis obſerved by ous 
— that had the good Mun of the Houſe 
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ſuch as, calling — oſten to a ſtrict Ac. 
count fot the actual Tranſgreſſions It has 
produced ; oppoſing the very firſt Moving; 
and Deſires towards Sin ſo often as they arilc 
in our Minds; avoiding with all 745 
Care thoſe Objects and Oeraß ons 

apt to excite its Operations; and laſtly,” k 
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tend only againſt our corniipt Affect ions, but 
againſt Privepalities and Pomers; againſt Sa- 
tan and his Emiſſaries, -who are perpetually 

avouring with mighty Power and Skill 
* ſeduce us into Wickedneſs ; and thefefore 
that it is likewiſe neceſfary to our caſting away 
all the Tranſgreſſious whereby we have e 
ſed, that we diſappoint tlie Devices, 
withltand. the Attempts of this fnfernal Con- 

eracy. For the cffeQing whereof; we 
muſt} as in tlie Caſe of our natural Corrup- 
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us to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil; 
and ee uſe the Means that have 4 5 
natural Tendency to effect the thing we re- 
queſt; ſach as, retaining upon our Minds à 
lively Senſe of his warring againft us; mor- 
tifying our Corruption, Which 5 ho him 
great Advantage; and laſtly,” ing both 
Tee and ferfiveh ag ainſt him. 
Now if it be neceſſary T the Salvation of 
- ou r Souls, that we caſt away all. the 1 . 0e 
Sons mhereby we have tranſgreſſed; and if it 
necellary to our doing ſo, that we mortify - 
our Depravity, and withſtand. the Devil, by 
the Means above mentioned; we may hence 
truly.infer- the following Propoſition, which 
I ſhall proceed to make good; to wit: that 
our Church hath excellently provided for the 
Salvation of our Souls in ſetting apart this 
Seaſon as ſhe hath done: and therefore that 
we ſhonld, upon the united Conſiderations 
f Duty and Advantage, be induced to ob- 
1 her Inſtitution. 4 
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And, 34% L ſhall ſhew, that the ſetting 
apart a certain Lime wherein to perform 
theſe Offices, is of {ingular Uſefulneſs and 
Service towards our Performance of them,. 
As to the Religious Duties which, the 
Church calls upon us to perform; we find 
by the Services ſhe. has appointed in the 
ſerĩouſly into the State of our Souls; to look 
back with a careful and impartial View up- 
on the Courſe of our Lives; to conſeſs with 
hearty. Grief, and deep Humiliation, the 
Miſcarriages We have committed; to cha- 
ſtize, and inflict Severities on ourſelves for 
Having committed them; to be more than 
uſually frequent in our Supplications to God 
both publickly, and privately, for his /pats 
doning Mercy, and renewing Grace; to give 
eſpecial Attendance to hearing, and medita- 
ting on his ſacred Word; and lafily, to make 
the moſt ſolemn Reſolutions and Vows. poſ- 
ſible, that we wilt thoroughly. reform, and 
live in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs. 
_ Theſe are the Duties which our Church 
calls upon us to perform in the Time of Leni: 
They are the very fame that have ever been 
exerciſed in that Seaſon quite down from the 
primitive Times; and ihe hath preſcribed 
them for the very lame End, for which they 
have conſtantiy been performed; to wit, 
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peremptory Terms; and ſeems to declare, 
as an & ancient Council did, that he who 
_ neglects to do ſo, is not worthy of the Name 
of a Catholick ; and therefore in Conformit7 
to the ſame Pattern, ſhe appoints this Seaſon 
* 'of Preparation to: Eſter, or to fit us 

that ſolemn and diſtinguiſhing Ad of 
2 Worſhip, which the then require 
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ompany of the Faithful ; and as the Cate. 
thumeos and Penitents were directed to _ 
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This is plentiſully atteſted by * ancient Wrb 
ters; and the Obſervation from it. to be in- 
culcated upon you is This, that our Ch 7 
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what haye been practiſed by our Anceſtors 
in and that therefore her Directions 
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But perhaps à more 
bur ch Compliance with — may 1 
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ftain from Sin, unleſs we mortify Our inbred 
: -'Di ſttion to it, and ſtand againſt tlie Wiles 
' bf the Devil; ſo in ordef to do This we muſt 
" Urneftly addreſs durſelves to God, that he 
Will + create” in us clean Heart,” and "bruiſe 
' Satan andes var Feet ; and we mut induſtri- 
duſly purſue what we requeſt” by all natural 
Nleans in our Power; by the Performance of 
' thoſe Things that are naturally conducive to 
fubdue ou corrupt Principle; and obviate 
= e Attempts of the Bovili” 7199 239 509i 
Among which, the ſerious Exam inde of 
cr Fives: the humble Confeſſion! of, and 
ifs Sorrow for, our paſt Tranſgr Mons ; 
the avoiding of Temprations with all 
. Care, the keeping under, and mortif ing or 
dy; the putting on the whole' Armour 
\ e , or thoſe” Defenfatives which he af- 
2 us by his Word, My 4:4 moſt con 
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8 that bur Church by calling upon 
b. peculiarly intenſe in praying ' to God for 
v Protection and Grace; in examining the 
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confeſſing and bewailing our Offences ;, iq 

_ chaſtizing, and reducing our Bodily Appe- 

ites; in hearing, | and. contemplating. the 
Word of God; and the like; directs us to 
the effectual Means for ſubduing dur Depra - 
vity, and defeating the Tempter; for turn 
ing therefore from all the Iniquities we have 
committed; for obtaining in conſequence the 
15 perfect Remiſſion of our Sins, and an Inheri. 85 
tance among them that are ſanctiſie. 


But however excellent a Direction may 
be; however wiſely intended for the Pur- 
poſes of Religion, and the Glory of God; 
yet if it is leſt at random, if no time be fix'd 
for putting it in practice, it will in all hkeli- 
hood be entirely neglected, and produce na 
other Fruit, but a keener Senſe of gur Un- 
happineſs in neglecting it. And therefore 
ou Church has taken care to guard againſt 
this. Miſchief, by fixing the Lime wherein 
to perform what ſhe directs. Which is the 
third Particular that I am to obſerve to you. 
Ihe actual Impenitence of the generality 
of Men is owing to nothing more, than the 
want of appointing ſome particular Lime 
u herein to repent. They neglect the great 
Mork at the preſent, F themſelyes 
with an Intention to do it hereaſter. They 
take up with a Perſuaſion that they have 
Opportunity of repenting, that they ſhall cer- 
tainly do ſo ſome time or other; and there, 
fore they don't concern themſelves about the 
PF So Pe oo particular 
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Ways. of their Heart, ' truſting that it wal 
If they chance to have a ſenſe of their 
Danger they will call upon God to ble 
them, and ſay; well, Howes repent at ſuch 
— if nothing extraordinary i e 
And if they happen to be pr evented (as moſt 
commonly they are) they Er. in perhaps — 
fame Proviſion for another time; when that 
comes, they ſtill have ſome Emergency to 
interrupt them, ſome ſpecious Plea for far- 
ther Delays; and they ſtill ſay to this Dut7 
as Felis did to St. Paal, Go thy way ow this 
time, when I have' a more Convenient Seaſon I 
mill tall for thee. . And thus they continue in 


n otherwiſe ; and at length 
O ErW and at 5 
unleſs God's ſpecial Mercy i interpoſe, go out. 
of this World in ſuch'2 manner, that good 
nere it for them if they had never come into 1 
This is the Miſchief of being uncertain 
and indefinite about the Time of repenting; 
and the beſt Preſervative againſt it, is to al- 
lot a particular Seaſon for this Work,” with'a 
Reſolution not to be diverted-from it. This 
— Dy upon the Mind with advan- 
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na mighty Step towards the actual Perfor- 
mance oF it, and bringing forth. Fruit meet for 
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ration of ae . 7 the Re- 
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them in the Wilderneſs; be 1 es the 
1 1 Which they ſhould per- 
theſe Duties. In the Fama Day: 
then firſt; Moyth,1 as pe ww; ſpall 16-008: the F., 
ver, and abſerue the Feaſs of — br 
for in this ſelf ſame Day have 1 brought-your 
Armies. out of the Land 5 Egypt, Exod.” 12. 14, 
17. Seven Weeks ſhalt thou number unto these 
and 2 ſbalt leep oa of Weeks: unto the 
4: thy\Go mi Trioute of 4 Freeewill Of 
ng; and thou ſhalt remember that thou waſh 
BONAMAH, in Egypt, Deut. 16. 97 10, 12, De 
fifteenth Day ef the ſeventh Mauth ſball be "the: 
Laſt — ernacles, and pe ſball dell in Buothis 
# Days; that your Generations may know that: - 
1 made: the Children of Iſrael : dwell in Booths, 
when; I brought) them our f' hs Lane of 2 
Fevit. 23+ V. 34, 425 43. nn n a 

Thus; God [Almighty appoints the precise 
Time for * n of his Fa- 
and concerning 2 Buty. 1 01 
S0 chat the Church of England is tended , 
ptovident of. her Childrens Welfare, whilſt 
ing not only Gs the necelary. Duticy 
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r Repentance, ide Aube ads the Seaſon 
 inwhich-to-perform them. She herehy coun- 
ter works chat moſt treacherous . the 
Heart of Man, Which is always prompting 
him to ſhift 1 and ſhe ap- 
plies the beſt COP: Ain e d 
evil Counkellor.. nde 
I therefore our. 9 in . 8 
luis Seaſon as ſhe hath done, hath preſeri- 
bach the requiſite Means of true Repentance, 
and withal very. much contrhuted to our 
:. parting ing them in practice; it evidently, fol- 
Ws, that this her lnfliention 3 is an admira- 
ble Proviſion for our Eternal Welfare; for 
our turning to the Lord, that he may have Me 
073; „ und 10 . God, ſhot be. may, be 


| ra {, * . 27 vi 21 "4; 
Upon this Foundation we may ally ac. 
count” for thoſe magnificent Encomiums of 
Len that are to be met with among the An- 
cients, and readily perceiye that they are not 
the airy Hus hts of a warm Imagination, the 
nt perboles of ee Ea but 
rity 5 Vicerally' 7 

Thus one of t days, tha that u the De- 
15 gh 5 Devils dares n not N be againſ 
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1 char f faſteth ; that hw's Ang gt Gun Guardis 
4 ans of our Life do more ſtudiou 927 
& thoſe who have their Souls purifcdt by ta 
«5 ing; and eſpecially when the BUG of Lent 
* 97 roclaimed thro? the World..“ 
Another ſpeaking of the Faſt of Lentz 
eie that © the reaſon of faſting in it is 
&« becauſe we faſted not from the Tree of 
* Knowledge; that it is the Nurture of #hie 
4 Soul, and Moderation of ſenſual Delighty - 
« very ' meetly enjoined us for the recovering 
4 of that which we loſt by not obſerving the 
ay © Precepr of faſting; that it has the 8 
4 mortify ing us with Chriſt, and is the pu- 
05 « rin beraten to the Feaſt.. 
reſtify, ſays + another, that this is the 


« Time as it were of the heavenly Courſe:of  - 


4. Phy fick; when'the ſick Perſon findeth Me- 
« & 1 5 for His aro 1 (In JU 
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+ St. Amnbroſe, 2 7 
quodammodo Medicinæ . nunc languidus ægritudinis ſux 
invenit Medicinam, ſi cum ſolicitudine Medici mandata ſer- 
vaverit -— Iſtud antem Præceptum ejus eſt primuny, ut n 
40 diebus, Tejuniis, Orationibus, Vigiliis operam commode- 
mus. Jejuniis autem laſcivia corporis caſtigarur, orationiblix 
devota ſagi natur Anima; Vigiliis inboli indir depefnean 


Beim. 23. de Quadrageſi ma. 
. « ſerves 
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255 4 n 
ſerves the } Prefer ns of his Phyſic 7 
| OHSS a hi 


| Preſcriprion of his, that 
4 in theſe 40 Days we employ ourſelves in. 
4 'Paſtings; Priyers, and Watching gs.” Por by 
48 4 Faftings tlie Taf:iviou nefs of THe Body 1s. 
& chaſtized ; bi Prayers the devour Soul bs 
«. repleniſhed ; b Watchings' che Snares ol 
che Devil ate defeated! e 
Tis declated by * 5 that * Font is 
4 Journey which leads to Heaven; that it 
is the ſpiritual Spring of our Souls ; that in 
the Days'of the Faſt Pleaſures expire, and. 
«Virtues bud forth, and ate in their Flower, 
and the moſt pure Beauty of Sobriety 
_<-Jhews itſelf; that 1 Leni points out tlie Spi- 
ritual Pool, Which cures not one fick Pers 5 
< fon only in each Year's "Feturning, but 4 


"96 whole hp AT 
Tay, Teen rf Mexihlria expteffes him: 
| ſelf” Tone this manner: 1 LD If , Solomon Were 
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4 wiſe, who. ſays there is 4 Time for all 
, "0 * things , Why ſhould we not. confeſs. it rea- 
c ſohak je that this Seaſon is the Enemy of 
4 all Wickedneſs! ? Go to therefore let. us tb 
all the Lovers « of Go lineſs to this Anda 
2 Combat. eee WT 
"Now if the Sead of L 11 be i be 1 
1 its Tendency, as we are aſſured it is, We 
may hence truſy infer theſe two. things; xff, 
That 2 can be no go Exception. ard 


obſcryi n Ds dou 
- Re tho 7 not let i ic "paſs as 

| Wee 0 meer 1 20 an Inſtitution, which: 
we are not concerned in; bur religioully: per- 
form the Offices for which it is ſer aft, u- 
der” 2 5 5 of our Obligation to do ſſ. 

There can ,be no good F 
a galt the Obſervance of this Seaſon. > 
Fees it is the Enemy of Wickedneſs, Pf e . 
dicine of QUE... Joule, the ourney to Heaven; ſu rer 
ly no reaſon of Complaint can lie againſt it; 
no Argument. be formed to ſupplant the C Ob-- 
ſervation of it, but what equally ſupplants 
our Eternal Intereſt. And yet. ſome have 
made 4 15 to harden, themſelves into a 


1 14 


4 B. el Tedisontes 8 the Arien are titel by * 
ſhop Gunning in his Lent Faſt; but they lie diſperſed in 2 
Book; and 8 I have here put them together; that the 
Reader 1 A aye the ſtronger Impreſſion upon his Mind i 

te 


the admira xpediency a Uſefulneſs of Lent, and, chere - = 
by be move: prongs incited to obſerve it as He (OP? 


con- 8 


— 


as tte ict ſet Faſts, and Feſtivals of our 


ſition.” 


Wwe have no expreſs Command in thie Word 
_ of Sog to devote a ſet Time of 40 Days to 


Practice, to perform any thing as abſolutely 


* Wo « * #7 + 
2 $ 
2 3 


Neglect of this Sea 


s well 


Church, by Allegations ſlight in themſelves, 
bo powerful in their Effects, thro? the Vio- ; 


ce of” mars nd the Spirit. 0 ) 
* * 3 4 4 9 z : I 4 9 #- 
9 7 


Pr eterices + which may | 
your” Affections; : er 1h, that : .. 
ployin; ourſelves, during this, Seaſon, in Pray⸗ $6: 


| el and Abſtinence, in eng, lament- = 


ing our Sins, to bring forth worthy Fruits 
enance, is by no 5 5 whe ut Indeed 


theſe Religious . But yet to devote it 
in this manner is not Superſtition, unleſs we 
de ſo with an Opinion of its being. enjoined in 
the Word of God. For this, and this only, 
is Zuperſtition, with refpe&t to Matters of 


neceflary, or required expreſly in Scripture, 
winch is not fequired; or to forbear any thing 
as abſolutel ol. wha) Or forbidden i m-Scrip- 
ture, which is not forbidden. And therefore 

We a employ this Seaſon in Works of my 


_ withour any fear of Superſtition, whilſt 
no refuſe to do ſo, thinking it unwarrants 
able, are themſelves guiley of that Superſti- 


tion, Which mo e 
ES * 
bat | 


ge 2 5 


. 3 
bk -— * 


| (i ny 1 
chis Seas by 4 Chucky {o far 8 mas. 
king the Obſervance of it unlawful; that it - 
renders it pechilary,:: We are commanded - 
ndeed not to be ſubject to Human Ordinans. 
tes; but if this Rule were ſtretchd accord 
ing to the wild Interpretation of ſome; we 


of our Natural and Political R 

as Eecleſiaſtical; and conſequen 
could be no ſuch Thir ngs as Government and 
— upon the Face ot the Earth: all King . 


g Sions Of Human deviſing. 5 24 . 1 oa BE 


Was the. Faſt of the 7 73 — unlaw ful, | 
* 


by Jabel: 2 5 Ng — 3 yu Th 
Church. of che Jews inſtirured both. Faſls-and., 


| becauſe provlaimed by the Decree of the K 
ann his Nobles? oh 3. 4. Ns lng 


Feſtivals. without the expreſs. Appointment 


of God, ſuch as the Feaſts * Purim, and De, 


dication; and the Faſts of the fiſth, and fe. 
venth Month: And has not the Chriſtian 


it has; and Obedience to her Appointment 
i mne in vertue of chat nm Law. 
Powers ſet © over us. ET 

"IS . * FF 748. BE: 


ſhould be obliged by it to diſobey the Orders 
=—_ as well 


tly/ there 


loms, and Families, as well as Churches, 
would be overturn'd; Which cannot poſſibly. 
ſubſiſt without ſome -politive Laws and Sans 


Church: the-1 Guns: — 1 ? Undoubtedly, 


* the, : 


— have, commirted; yet the Ap- 4 
poinement-of -2 certain. Seaſon, 20 the di 5 
Charge of theſe. Dutics. is very 
Expedient. -.. 44 rats” 3 . 
42 — — know, at. 4 Hal | Tary „ 
eee to. 2 God A Ak „ 
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erity.c 
Aonc ned yan he gh W 55 Tas 
ght ſit to ſet apart a certain Time for 
| our doing ſo... He. hath ſanctiſied the Sab- 
Hhath for theſe Religious Purpoſes ; and ſepa- 
-rared that Day to his Service, tl ir be eve 
8, Day required at our Hands, And cer- 
| 208505 never doth any. thing, that is inex- | 
gpedient ſor us. No] he knowing aur. Frome, 
wand wich the Bowels of a Father conſulting 
Mg Good, fixes a ſet Time for our Attendance 
. | 405 his Worſhip, leſt otherw ĩſe we ſhould to- 
FE _ - ally neglect it; leſt the 495 8 8 "this World 
-ſhould-:cngrols all our; Application, and we 
mould / pt thro? Thing ' Temp aral, 4. finaly 
mito loſe the Fark hou Eternal. | 
With the very fame / View our, Church has 
. ted this Seaſon for the x Dro. Exerciſe 


* 


5 * "rating Sealer 7 8 would. pre- 
; | vent, | 


* 
. 


1 


Our Church” does not” require us 2 Na 
wih bar Vittyals.”” She" does not ic pode # 
ticular Tie of abſtaining | 


does not exact ſich! ie as 18 7 or 
| really painful to the Body. But as ſhe etjoths 


ve nt, WE bs i. 
ſhe woul Tet Us, 
neſs and impenitent Hehe "Ie therefore'f 
the Time' for che peffbrming of Repentance 


Which is at all Times neceſſary fy left thre” the-- 


ſpecious Delays ſuggeſted by the Devil, and 


conſented to by Our Corruption, Weben 


come to be altogether omitted; leſt in Son- 
ence of this, we Thould provſurt uf to bun. 
ſelves Wrath agu inſt the Day Huh "and the. 
Revelation s I the rightevis Judgment of Vol. 
* Conſide "laſtly, ' that'the Obſer va nee ofthis 
Seaſon is 10 g cb Burden, or galling Yoke, 


us heattilyto bewall our paſt Iniquities, to 
humble 'catſeives under # pungent” gene or 
them, to cty mie glitily to to God thar he will 
_ pleaſe to de us; ſo ſhe preſcribes to us 
the Uſe of fuch Abſtinence only, that our 
Fleſh being fuhduued to the Spirſe dür ſenſi. | 
tive Principle being reduced within. compals, 
we may receive no Interruptions from it, in 
purſuing the great Work of our Repentance. 
Where Fllen is the Difficulty, of this Service, 
ſo much jnſiſted on by the 1 Divi- 
ſion? Of Where the Abſurdity of it, O impu- 
dently aſſerted of late, by ſome! tolane Store = 
bers Truly the Abſtinence pre 1 
n lutary 


* 


| — — but 15 Days, becauſe 
— n 
Y A Vear, the Vigi f 2 
| aſil, Ambroſe, 


| be, * F444 ol 


? * 


2 2 that, | 


wer lis o1? —.— 


ee cht ten Ehvreh lech ales 
beer 258. cautious And tender in her Pre- 
rip f faſting during this Seaſon; that 


be grievous or offesſixe to any. 


: And from this Tenderneſs it is, that the Va- : 


riety in the Days of faſting, 
cient; Writers, avis Sew NN AbRti- 
Benet Was generally ohſerved thro? whole 
e Days; but as for trick faiting, 
r Allowances: were made far the Cavan 
= tions. and Capacities of Men; and 
Dan more, ſome fewer Days out of 

Ps ee as. their Iran and - 
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10 *thetr Abſtinence". to pe 
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the Body be preſerve 
more diſorder d by the ee Refre ment, 
than by the abundance t., 47 0k 


with "this 8 | 
ſome: 5 Spies have lately deli 


that et i Report lofi; 


to ens World. Let us not forbear the Offices | 


of it, becauſe they have been drold/-upon 
with impious Buffoonery;and blaſphemid with 


ſome Air of Humour and Wir,” ko ſeduge i 
— e e Be anus that 5 5 * Bb 4 


a ror lee e eee 7 1 Are, 
other thian' His Amanuenſes,. the” Wi er . - 
what he dictates \nnto them. "The; malignant 
and pernicious Tendency of theſe Libel 25 : 
Proof that they at $ 
4 Murderer 2 eg 
deavouring £0 
this critical Tale when pron pur 
God are upon our Nei Hbours, directly tent 
to ſuperſede the neceſſary 1 
them from ourſelves; and therefore to brit 
us to Deſttuction bock of B Body and Soul- 
Aa, The other Inference to be drawn 
f rom the advantageons Tendency of this Sed: 
on, is, that we ſhould not let it paſs aa May 
of leer Form, an Inſtitution that does ii 


nee * but n perform che Dis 


_ 
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port ion it to their Abilities; to take Care that» 
in its Strength, and. . 


Wberefbre let us not be put out of concgis 0 


e Wha, Wa: 
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our Olen to do fO. 5 or rice 10151 9 8 ot 
cellentiy fitred to perfect the Worlt of true 


0 1 1 cxpeeſy paſs m | this Seay ks 


7 Courſe 5 and who can preten end 8 all 


EL 1 


many. Talents committed to 1 


Repentance, and qualify us for the Favour | 
and Acceptance OG God, the N plet of it is 
a;greac Injury to our Souls, à moſt miſchie- 
vous Fraud practiſed upon 90 4 Fraue 
at With. holds ineſti na le Benefits deligt 7 


* * 5 
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gh Does of the Lear, flip > 

ortunit 7 Of, making kh our, 1 5 N oy Wi 4 | 
: tran ; 
it ever ſuch an Opportun "will b. * 
ford Fin again, or that he Half ever to 
| Ecernity obtain that 5 he 
Happy are we in 
being Members of a Clift which © admi- 
rovides for our Etethal Welfare: But 
neglect her Prov 15 — this Happineſs 
* 1.55 turned. into ati Axti cle of Guile, and 
5 come the ore 22 of 01 our greater falling . For 
the pious. and beneficial” Inſtitutions of the 
Church to which we belong, are To big 

leans of Grace afforded 17 43 

an 


i eręſore we are bound tg make uſe 19 Henn; 


ol 


1 and a vanbing i 


WE. 1750 bound to trade wirh, and improve 


| d unleſs hor roducz that Increaſe, 
upon dur felces Whicts they 


* 2 might | 


Len 3 - + 
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migh rouce; We are IDs A. 


an werable f or. this. Failure. 1 
ſelbes to this terrible Sentence, 
EE unprofitable. Servant into outer Dur l ui 5 
| there £2 Weeping, and guaſbing of Teeth,” 

et us therefore tefolve to employ t 
our Church directs. 
105 the reſt of the Year by ſo doing, 4 


For 25 


7 3 


ole ours? 


Calt je the 
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hid Sells 


We may bone 5 


guild ourſelves 4 an holy Temple, fit for. 771 
ee of Gad thro the Weite, 7 Tf Pres; . 
tences of ; dela Vins. Repentance be „ 
Theſe Pretences are the 
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Neon, 


the Soul 
Fs 1 like an - Adder. © 
85 hat have. ed Hell 


ey bite it like 6 Sei gen 
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er ace, in this enſiii 
145 With peculiaf 8 Stk 
"the Great, Holy 

may Snake Amen 
Wk, hat in this Seaſop, and be p 
pared both to cel brate the Lor d'5-Sup} Jer Ol 
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| C 136 J 
your Diſpofal, but may expire your Souls 
with your next Breath, "Conſider that Tears, 
and Ejaculations, and Promiſes, at the Ap- 


- proach. of Death, are of very little Service. 
Therefore as the Son of Sy ach adviſes, with 


whoſe excellent Words 1 {hall conclude ; 
Make no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and 
put not off from Day to Day. For ſuddenly ſhall 


the Wrath of the Lord come forth, and in thy 


Security thog ſhalt be deftroyed. Remember that 


Death will not be long in coming, and that the 
Covenant of 


the Grave is not ſhemed unto thee. 
Humble thyſelf before thou be ſick, and in the 
time of Sins ſhew Repentance. Say not that his 
Mercy is great, and he will be pacified : for Mer- 
cy and Wrath come from him, and his Indignation 


& 18. 21. C. 5. 65. 


neſteth upon Sinners, Chap. 5. 7. C. 13. 12. 
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